Church Diary for April

Wednesday 1 April
Thursday 2 April

Friday 3 April
Sunday 5 April
Tuesday 7 April
Wednesday 8 April
Sunday 12 April

Thursday 16 April

Friday 17 April
Sunday 19 April

Tuesday 21 April
Thursday 23 April
Sunday 26 April
Tuesday 28 April

Wednesday 29 April

Thursday 30 April

12:30pm Prayers for Peace

10.30am Coffee Morning in the Small Hall
1.30pm-3.30pm Digital Session

Good Friday Service

11am Worship led by Rev Mary Taylor
5.45pm Choir in Small Hall

12:30pm Prayers for Peace

11am Worship led by Peter Ranscombe
5.45pm Choir in Small Hall

10.30am Coffee Morning in the Small Hall
1.30pm-3.30pm Digital Session

1pm Napier University lunchtime concert
11am Worship led by Rev Sarah Moore
followed by Congregational meeting
5.45pm Choir in Small Hall

2.30pm Care conversations in the Small Hall
11am Communion led by Rev Sarah Moore
5:45pm Choir in Small Hall

12:30 pm Prayers for Peace

10.30am Coffee Morning in Small Hall
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Flowers gifted by Sheila Cadger in memory of her late husband
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A message from Rev Sarah...

Dear Friends,

As we celebrate the Easter season this year,
our nation will shift gear into preparing for the
upcoming Scottish Parliamentary elections
taking place on Thursday 7th May. | recently
received my polling card for the election;
perhaps you have too?

As we prepare to cast our ballots in Scotland, we notice the serious
challenges posed to democratic societies around the world. | have a
significant number of friends who live and work in the United States
who hold significant concerns about efforts within and beyond their
nation to disrupt this process. Wars around the world raise particular
challenges for elections and the democratic process, as does the rise of
authoritarianism. Social media has brought new challenges to both
public and private discourse. Disinformation, both willful and
accidental, spreads like wildfire. According to Ipsos Veracity Index
2023, in the UK as few as 9% of the public trust politicians to tell the
truth. Many people are cynical and disaffected about and by politics
and political process and wonder quite what difference any individual
can make.

As we consider how to vote we no doubt consider a variety of reasons
to vote one way or another. Here in Scotland for these elections to the
Holyrood parliament, we of course elect both our constituency MSPs
and others for our regional ‘list’ representation. Lots of grand promises
are made, some of which come to some sort of fruition while others are
recycled with the printed party manifestos. For those of us who are
disciples of Jesus Christ, one central influence on how we choose to
vote is to look at how the past record and the promises being made by
particular parties and politicians squares up with Jesus’ teachings that
we receive in the Gospels.

Holy Corner Booksale Donations

Thank you for all the books donated so far for the Christian Aid
Booksale, but no more please —we are full! There is plenty to sort and
bring upstairs before the sale opens in the main hall on Saturday

9 May. We will have usual Saturday 10am-5pm opening with
refreshments, Sunday afternoon from 1-5pm and Monday 10am — 3pm.
Lots of good reading — please come and buy!

Congregational meeting Sunday 19 April

The meeting to approve the Annual Report and Accounts has been re-
arranged for Sunday 19 April after the service. Please ask Lesley Donald
for a copy on paper or by email if you have not got one already. She is
happy to answer questions before or at the meeting.

Edinburgh Napier Lunchtime Concerts

The Napier University music students will again be holding a number of
Springtime lunchtime concerts here at MUC. There will be a varied
programme of instrumental music that all are welcome to come and
listen to and enjoy. The concerts will be held at 1pm on Friday 17 April
and 24 April.

Book Group

At the last Kirk Session we discussed setting up an ecumenical Book
Group after Easter here in Morningside United Church. If anyone is
interested please speak to Rev Mary Taylor or send an email expressing
interest to the Morningside United Church office
churchoffice.muc@gmail.com.
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Lent Collection
Our Lent collection this year is to go to the Blantyre Synod of the
Church of Central Africa Presbyterian in Malawi. The special project for

this year is to help with building a new orphanage as described in
March Link.

Cash in the bucket in the church, cheque in the bucket or in the post
or electronic payments to the church account are all welcome. Any
cheques should be payable to MUC. Electronic payments are to
Morningside United Church sort code 08-92-99 account 67452879.
Please add the reference - Lent.

Lothian Gaelic Choir
Join us for an evening of Gaelic song and music with the Lothian Gaelic
Choir.

Saturday 25 April at 7.30pm

Morningside United Church, Chamberlain Road, Edinburgh, EH10 4D)
Tickets £10 (Under 16 Free)

Tickets available on the door or via
www.tickettailor.com/events/lothian

Thigibh nar cuideachd! Come and join us!

Lothian Gaelic Choir was formed in 1985 and draws its membership
from across Edinburgh and the Lothians. It has been competing at the
Royal National Mod, Scotland’s premier Gaelic festival, ever since. The
Choir has enjoyed a most successful period in the last 10 years, winning
the coveted Lovat and Tullibardine Shield in 2018 (winning it previously
in 1999), and the Puirt-a-beul competition in 2015, 2018, 2023, 2024
and 2025. The choir has appeared regularly on BBC Alba and BBC Radio
nan Gaidheal and has its own CD, Dualchas ar Duthcha, available on
Spotify and Apple Music. Recent performances include joining
Edinburgh choirs to sing at the Usher Hall for Edinburgh Sings, singing at
lona Abbey on the Isle of lona, as well as performing at local ceilidhs
across the city. The choir will also sing at a special event this April at
Raasay Distillery.
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As we reflect on these teachings we also hold onto reflections about
how they have impacted on our values more broadly. Along with those
of other global faiths, Christian principles have been influential shapers
of humanist values. Important values that are both Christian and
humanist in origin that shape our public life are those engrave on the
Scottish parliamentary mace: Wisdom, Justice, Compassion, Integrity.

The Scottish Parliamentary mace was designed in 1999 for the
reestablishment of the Scottish Parliament. It is worked in Scottish
silver with a band made from gold panned from Scottish rivers. The
band represents a marriage between Parliament, land and people.
Wisdom, Justice, Compassion and Integrity symbolise the aspirations of
the Scottish people for their politicians.

The mace has to be present in the debating chamber for business to be
transacted. Hence, all Scottish lawmaking takes place in the presence
of the mace reminding parliamentarians of these values.

The United Reformed Church National Synod of Scotland is working
with a project entitled Scotland’s 4 Words of Hope: Promoting integrity,
compassion, justice and wisdom in Scottish public life.

This project starts with the premise that those supporting it are
unwilling to be bystanders. It seeks to use these values as the basis of a
call to everyone in Scotland to promote and use these four values and
what they could mean in practice before and after the 2026 Scottish
parliamentary elections. It aims to undergo the quality of debate and
decisions made in parliament and beyond aiming to give hope and
restore trust in public life in Scotland.

As Scotland’s 4 Words of Hope work to promote these values and their
application, | wonder how we might take up these ideas to play our part
in making our society a better place. How might we help stem this loss
of trust in public institutions? As part of the Church of Scotland, itself a
central and significant Scottish institution, albeit not a capital P political
one, how might we hold these values in the forefront of our faith and
our witness to it in our lives?

Frank Strang MBE is the leader of the project and said this,



“For these words have consequences in the real word. Amongst other
things, integrity involves looking honestly at all the facts; compassion
involves seeking to alleviate suffering for all those affected; justice
involves seeking to impact fairly on everyone; and wisdom involves
thinking realistically about the medium and long term.”

As people with our own deep connections to our community and
nation, we are invited to make these values our own. For change to
happen we can only start with each of us.

With love and prayers
Sarah, Rev’d Sarah Moore

Spring Synod,

United Reformed Church, National Synod of Scotland
Spring Synod was held on 14 March at Grahamston United Church,
Falkirk and online.

The Synod Moderator, Revd. Lindsey Sanderson welcomed members of
the Synod, ecumenical guests and those newly ordained as Elders and
those ministers who had retired into the Synod.

Certificates of 50 years were presented to Revd. Derek Corner and
Revd. Dr. Jack Dyce.

Synod's 4 words of hope
Integrity Compassion Justice Wisdom

- reflecting on these 4 words on the Scottish Mace. The Synod
engaged in conversation in groups reflecting what each of the 4 words
meant. Responses were sent in by smart phone - a first for Synod.

Coffee Morning Dates for your Diary

Our coffee mornings this month will be held on Thursday 2 April, 16
April and Thursday 30 March at 10.30am in the Small Hall. Come and
join us, for a catch up with friends, make new friends, keep warm and
enjoy a warm drink and cake.

Salvation Army Foodbank

After recently delivering eight bags of food / toiletries and a cheque to
the Salvation Army, we received the following;

You came at exactly the right time as our shelves were looking quite
bare. However, with the food donation from your members, we were
able to complete the bags of food needed for the foodbank.

Thank you too for the cheque in the sum of £221.50 from your coffee
mornings. This is appreciated so much and will enable us to buy food to
top up on the items we are constantly running out of.

Sincere thanks to your church members and to those attending your

coffee mornings.
Elizabeth Young
Community Programme Coordinator

In consultation with the foodbank, the following items would be
gratefully appreciated:

Long life milk bottles of squash tinned vegetables
tinned potatoes tinned custard tinned fruit
tinned meat shampoo shower gel
toothpaste.

Digital Advice Sessions

The digital advice sessions organised by Southside Faith Care are on a
fortnightly basis until 4 June from 1.30pm — 3.30pm. Please come
along, our sessions for this month will be 2, 16 and 30 April.
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URC Synod round up items

The URC Scottish Spring Synod was held on 14 March at Grahamston
United Church, Falkirk and online. The Synod Moderator, Revd Lindsey
Sanderson, welcomed members of Synod, ecumenical guests and those
newly ordained as Elders and those ministers who had retired into the
Synod.

Certificates of 50 years of ordination were presented to Revd Derek
Corner and Revd Dr. Jack Dyce.

The Moderator introduced the Synod theme: Synod’s Four Words of
Hope, which is a projecting aiming to increase trust in public life in
Scotland by promoting and reflecting on the
words on the Scottish Mace: Integrity,
Compassion, Justice and Wisdom.

Revd Sarah Moore, Transition Minister
introduced the revised Local

Mission and Ministry Scheme which had
been adopted at General

Assembly in 2024. This is a less people
hungry scheme to operate. Each
congregation is invited to reflect on four
guestions: what do we do?

How do we do it? Whom do we do it for? And what value are we
bringing? The responses form a living document which will be basis of a
Synod pastoral visit each 5 years.

MUC has already prepared the document referred to at congregational
meetings at the end of 2025. Our document is in the December 2025
Link.

Southside Faith Care — Care Conversations
The first of 3 monthly talks is on Thursday 23 April 2:30 —4pm in the
small hall.

Prayers of Peace
These prayer sessions will continue during April at 12.30pm in the
Church. Everyone is welcome to join us.
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A Prayer for the Middle East

Archbishop Hosam Naoum, Bishop in Jerusalem & the Middle East, has
sent a pastoral letter in response to the unfolding situation in the
Middle East — this is a message rooted in faith, compassion and hope for
peace. The letter and prayer can be read on the McCabe Pilgrimages
website.

He calls for prayerful support from the global Church, urging Christians
to be "bridge builders" because "even as diplomatic windows seem to
slam shut, the Church must keep the doors of reconciliation open."

A prayer for the Middle East following the escalation of tensions
between Israel and Iran

God of mercy, look with compassion
on all who are affected by the present conflict.
Grant insight to hardened hearts,
comfort to the fearful,
protection to those in danger,
and hope to those who are despairing,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Archbishop of Canterbury

Archbishop Sarah Mullally was installed on Wednesday 25th March in
Canterbury Cathedral. She is the 106th Archbishop of Canterbury and
the first woman to hold the role.

It was a very moving and joyful service which included African dancers.
The Most Revd. Sarah Mullally had walked an 87 mile pilgrimage from
London to Canterbury and this had formed part of her spiritual
preparation for her installation.

She quoted in her sermon from Luke 1: 37,
"For nothing will be impossible with God".



"Trusting was the central theme of her sermon, which drew on the
example of Mary - both in her acceptance of the incarnation and her
grief at the foot of the cross, which turned to joy after the resurrection.
For Mary - following God's invitation to trust in his promises meant
trusting in a future she couldn't yet see - a future she could never have
imagined" Archbishop Mullally said.

From Rev Dorothy Anderson’s Sermon 15 March
Readings lIsaiah 5:1-7 and Luke 20:9-19

It probably won’t come as any surprise to you to discover that this
sermon is going to be about viticulture — the cultivation and harvesting
of grapes. Not as it is done now, but as it was in Bible times. Because we
need to understand something of the ways of vine growing to make
sense of the passages read today, not just literally but also symbolically.

So, after a few introductory explanations, the sermon will look first at
the Old Testament, then the Gospel. And finally think about us, the
church of today and tomorrow.

Archaeologists have discovered evidence of vine growing in the
southern Levant — the area today covered, approximately, by Israel,
Palestine and Jordan — as far back as 4000 years BC. The geography, soil
and climate were favourable for it, but not without a good deal of work.

We know, from Bible and other sources, that in the rocky terrain,
extensive ground preparation was essential. Clearing stones and hoeing
the ground preceded the planting of the vines. The vinedresser —the
person looking after the plants — would build a wall from the gathered
stones and plant briers too, to protect the vines from people and
animals, as well as to define the boundary. And a stone watchtower was
also built, to give greater security.

The newly-planted vine was largely left alone for four years, to allow it
to establish good roots and branches. When it was four years old the
grapes were harvested, with the first crop being dedicated to the Lord
as a praise offering. Only in the following year did the owner start to

So, the questions we need ask in this season of Lent might be these:

e are we honouring God in our living, our choices, our work? or do
we need to re-set our attitudes, ways, understanding?

e though we are not vinedressers, what fruit might we be being
asked to produce? Maybe the fruits of justice, mercy, humility,
integrity, hospitality and welcome.

e are we willing to take risks, to embrace change, rather than
holding tight-fistedly to what we have?

e are we stumbling blocks or stepping stones?

| can pose the questions —to myself too — but it is up to each and every
one of us to answer them.

We know that Christ is the cornerstone, and the sure foundation,
but the work of building the kingdom is, with the power of the Spirit, in
our hands. Amen

Though the sermon is mine, | have drawn material from the commentary on
the Isaiah passage by Michael L Ruffin for 14 August 2022 published on Luther
Seminary’s Working Preacher https://www.workingpreacher.org

Reading and Flower Rotas for March

Readers: Flowers:
5 April Lesley Donald Yvonne Burnett
12 April Hamish McKenzie Janet Wightman
19 April Judy Wagner Hannah Tekliuk
26 April Simone Bottomly Judy Wagner

Timetable for Ministers — April

5 April Rev Mary Taylor

12 April Layperson Peter Ranscombe
19 April Rev Sarah Moore

26 April Rev Sarah Moore
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And the question is then asked, what will the landowner do then? In the
light of the death of his son.

The answer that is given is that he will come and take his land back, not
allowing the tenants to benefit from their scheming and wickedness,
their disregard of the rules of justice, and he will give the land to others.
We need to bear in mind that Jesus is speaking in the temple, amidst
the people and, particularly, the religious authorities. When they
protest that the action of the landowner that Jesus outlines is too
much, he quotes from the psalms:

a passage the religious leaders would know well:

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.”

And then the penny dropped. That this wasn’t a story about landlords
and tenants, vines and violence, but about God and prophets, rules and
righteousness.

That the ‘tenants’ were the scribes and chief priests,

the ones who had ignored the teaching, the messengers, sent from God,
time after time after time, seizing for themselves what they should have
been sharing, forgetting their responsibilities to God, and to the poor
and marginalised for whom they were responsible, and using fair means
and foul to achieve their aim.

And even when they realised that they were the ones being got at, that
they were the people at the heart of Jesus’ story, their first reaction was
to seize him, and silence him. But they dared not do so, for fear of the
people.

So far, we’ve been thinking about what these parables about vineyards
meant, so far as we can tell, in their original context.
But what do they mean for us, in this time and place?

Perhaps we are the tenants in the vineyard - stewards of what God
gives us. Caretakers of those things that we are asked to nurture,
cherish, share — like the word and work of God, the church, her mission
in this place at this time, and even creation.

And the responsibility is not just to ourselves, but to those who come
after us, and those who need us to care for them now.
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reap the benefits of the produce. Some was eaten, but most was taken
to the nearby press to be made into wine.

So let’s turn to the passage from Isaiah. Called the “song of the
unfruitful vineyard”, we’re left in no doubt right from the start what we
are going to find.

Except that, when we stop to consider it, we find that this passage isn’t
quite as obvious as we thought.

Strictly speaking, the ‘song’ lasts for only two verses. The singer tells us
of the vineyard owned by his beloved — which is better translated as
friend, or dear friend. This vineyard, we are told, was on a fertile hill.
The ground had been dug and cleared of stones, planted with choice
vines. There was a watchtower in the middle, a wine vat to take the
grapes. All was set for the best crop to be produced. Everything has
been done by the book, good practice had been followed.

Yet the crop that grew was bad, and sour.

Quite the opposite of the expectation.

And that is the end of the song.

For next we hear the voice, not of the singer, but of his friend, the
vineyard owner. He calls on the “inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of
Judah” to judge between him and his vineyard.

In other words, he is asking them to decide whether the poor crop is his
fault or the fault of the vineyard. And akin to a jury in a court case, they
now hear his case.

What more could he have done, he asks. As they have heard in the
words of the song, he has done everything that a prudent and careful
vineyard owner would do. So why, he wonders, did the vineyard
produce bad grapes?

Without waiting for the people’s verdict — but it was a foregone
conclusion - the owner decides that he is innocent and declares what he
will do. No second chance here — his proposed course of action is
drastic:



he will remove the vineyard’s walls, its protection, allowing it to be
overgrown and trampled underfoot;

he will let it be overrun with thick weeds, such that neither pruning nor
hoeing will be possible.

So far, so understandable, if a tad extreme.

A disappointed vineyard owner, no longer willing to waste time and
resources on a vineyard that gives him a bad crop; to have hopes raised
only for them to be dashed.

But then note what he says:

“I'will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it [i.e. the
vineyard]”.

Indubitably that is beyond what any mortal, any ordinary human, could
do —and points us towards what is going on here. That the vineyard
owner is none other than God.

God who has done all he could for the vines, but which failed to
respond.

God who, disappointed in the harvest, has decided to abandon the
vineyard and let it go to waste.

Which is what the final verse tell us:

“For the vineyard is the house of Israel,

and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting;
he expected justice, but saw bloodshed;
righteousness, but heard a cry!”

This isn’t about actual vineyards and grapes after all — but about God’s
people. The ones he had nurtured and tended, cared for and provided
for. The ones who, had they been obedient and dutiful, would have
worked for justice and mercy, a sharing of the harvest of God’s love,
but who, so intent on their own pursuits and schemes, had produced
the exact opposite.

Injustice, greed, wickedness.

We can imagine the people listening to the prophet’s story, hearing the
singer’s song and the vineyard owner’s judgment of it, nodding their

heads in agreement that the owner’s proposed course of action is
justified.

Only, a few moments later, to hear the prophet declare that they are
the vineyard. With perhaps dire consequences.

It is, of course, a call to repentance — a reminder of the need to honour
God’s laws, to reassess their lives and to make changes. Which, for us
reading and thinking about this passage in the middle of Lent, is a
timely reminder too.

Let us turn then to the Gospel.

But before we do, there are some other things that you need to know.
Firstly, that most vineyards were tended not by owners but by tenants,
and that they were generally entitled to keep a share of the harvest,
with the rest belonging to the landowner.

And, secondly, that if the landowner had been absent for more than 4
years, the tenants had a right to claim the ground.

The parable Jesus tells of the wicked tenants is clearly an echo of the
Isaiah passage — even more so if you read it in Matthew’s gospel.
When the time came for the landowner to get his share of the crop he
sent his agents to collect it. The first was beaten and sent away empty-
handed, the next was beaten and insulted, and the third was wounded
and thrown out. In Greek, the words used suggest that each was
treated more harshly than the one before —a growing hostility.

| admit that, until recently, | had imagined these three men arriving in
quick succession, but | now think that we are meant to imagine them
arriving over a period of years, each time the harvest was ripe, in other
words.

When their efforts were thwarted, and with time running out, the
owner determines to send his son, reasoning to himself that perhaps
they would show him respect. When the tenants saw the son, they
discussed what they would do — his killing being no knee-jerk reaction,
but premeditated — reckoning that, with him dead, they would be able
to claim the land for themselves.



