


A message from Rev Sarah...

Dear Friends,

Early in my ministry, in one of the
congregations in my first pastorate, | recall a
conversation that | had with a group of older
church ladies over lunch. A young couple had
brought their baby daughter to church that morning and had chosen to
give thanks for the safe arrival and to dedicate themselves as her
parents. The baby’s parents were neither regular nor occasional
attenders, so rather than marking the start of their journey as parents
by making promises that they knew that they couldn’t keep, they had
chosen a simple thanksgiving service and not to baptise (or christen)
their daughter.

The group of ladies, let’s call them Alison, Betty and Lizzie, were really
struggling. Why hadn’t a baptism service taken place. Didn’t the baby’s
parents think their daughter was worth baptising? Didn’t they
understand that baptising your children soon after birth was really
important. Lots of questions. | tried to explain to Alison, Betty and
Lizzie that the baby’s parent, let’s call them Emma and Daniel, could not
honestly make the declaration of Christian faith asked of parents at a
child’s baptism. Furthermore, when a child is baptised, the parents are
asked to promise to bring their child up in the life of the Church. Emma
and Daniel knew full well that they were not going to be able to do that
either.

Alison, Betty and Lizzie struggled even more. What do you mean they
can’t make a statement of Christian faith. Surely everyone understands
that? Why wouldn’t anyone bring their child to church, at least at
Christmas and Easter and perhaps on some other Sundays too? | tried
to explain. While we were all speaking the same language, for the huge
gulf in understanding we might as well not have been.

There are a lot of people like Emma and Daniel. People who feel a
warmth towards churches and have a broad interest in Christianity.
People who have a spirituality, a sense of ‘other’, who are interested in
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faith, but who actually know very little about it. People who are curious
and are open to learning more should have an opportunity to do so.

Over the last forty or so years, many parts of the Church have
attempted to design and organise opportunities for interested people of
all ages to learn more about Christianity. The Alpha Course, originating
from a Church of England congregation in London, is perhaps one of the
best known. Other opportunities to learn exist too. There is evidence
to suggest that congregations who host such programmes are more
likely to grow numerically. In lots of ways this is obvious. Provide a way
for interested folk to look at Christian faith makes it more likely that
they’ll give the community that offers the opportunity a go.

Here at Morningside United we are hoping to work in partnership with
our Church of Scotland Presbytery partner congregation at Blackford &
Grange parish church (formerly Marchmont St Giles and Reid Memorial)
to offer such an opportunity. We are looking to organise a Start course,
open to folk from both MUC, Blackford & Grange, and anyone else in
our community interested to come along.

Start is aimed at people new to the Christian faith. It can also be a good
refresher! It is six sessions long. Each session includes videos with time
for discussion. The sessions aim to be open and non-judgmental, where
any and all questions are welcome. Each session is about 90 minutes
long and themes include:

* Life

* God

* Mess

* Jesus

* Cross

* Onwards

As the title of the programme suggests, it’s a Start. An opportunity for
the curious to talk together and to learn a bit about Christianity. There’s
no pressure or expectation of anyone to come to church services,
although of course anyone who would like to do so is most welcome.



Sessions will start in mid-February and take place weekly, on a Thursday
evening, finishing at Easter. Why not consider giving it a go? Who
might you know who might be interested in coming along with you?
The first session will take place in the evening on Thursday 19 February.

If you would like more information about Start, please get in touch with
me or with the Revd Dr Karen Campbell. We are very happy to talk with
anyone who wants to know more.

With love and prayers

Sarah
Rev’'d Sarah Moore

Sarah went on holiday before the course she had been discussing with

Rev Dr Karen Campbell was confirmed by the first meeting of the new

united Kirk Session. It will start on Thursday 19 February at 7pm at the
Marchmont building of Blackford Grange Church. The first 3 weeks will
be there, then it will move to MUC on 12 March for next 3 sessions.

Musings from Mary Taylor, pastoral assistant

“Forget the former things;

Do not dwell on the past.

See, | am doing a new thing!

Now it springs up: do you not perceive it?”
Isaiah 43:19-20

“It takes immense trust and hope to see new life waiting beneath the
frozen, barren land.

It takes deep courage to remain in the cave of loneliness and painful
solitude.

It takes powerful faith to believe in the gestation of a positive future
when all is unknown.

It takes compassionate patience to remain by the side of an aching seed
in the silent soil.



It takes stout-hearted resilience to endure the soul’s contractions of
seemingly endless birthing.

It takes vulnerable openness to stay present to deadness and not to run
from staleness.

We wait for new life, but we do not wait alone...

And while we wait, we struggle to accept winter as a necessary
companion, an inner season calling us to be more than we are now...
In our wintered time it is the One who draws us close, nestles us near to
heart, breathes strength in our spiritual bones, and assures us that we
are growing wings under the frozen land of our desolate and emptied
self.”

(from “The Wintered Spirit” by Joyce Rupp)

This winter | am completing a move from a relatively rural life in
Galashiels in the Scottish Borders to city life in Edinburgh. Perhaps you
watch the TV programme “Escape to the Country”? Well, my pilgrim
adventure has now become - Escape to the City!

Many thanks to all those who planted the early seeds that | should move
to Edinburgh and for all the good wishes, cards and encouraging words
during the huge learning experience at both ends of the move. It has
been real teamwork and | look forward to donating more books to
Christian Aid.

One of the differences is that | do not have a telephone land line
anymore, so for now, | would appreciate it if people who are wishing to
contact me for a visit would please leave a message on the Morningside
United Church answer machine and | will respond.

Life in Edinburgh is indeed full of new things including being on a bus
route to Holy Corner.

| look forward to being able to spend more time visiting and sharing
stories about new things and appreciating the different seasons in 2026.

Rev Mary Taylor



A Thank You from Eilidh

I’'ve been planning to write a piece for the Link for the past 15 months
and never quite made it — so better late than never as | move on to new
things.

Thank you all for your support and
encouragement in the time | have
shared with you at Morningside
United — and for the space to learn
from you all and from the different
preachers, services, events,
meetings and activities that | was
able to share with you during my
time at MUC. Thanks particularly
to Mary for her support and
patience with me and for offering
me opportunities to do new things
and contribute to things.

| am now coming towards the end T 4‘
of my training with the Scottish College (Congregatlonal and Unlted
Reformed) and, assuming no unexpected hitches, expect to be ordained
as minister of Bathgate EU URC over the summer (no dates yet fixed).

But I still have a few months to go — with a new academic unit between
now and the summer, and hopefully another (short) placement. I'm
keen to try to spend some time with an Episcopal church so that | have a
better understanding of how they work before | return to Bathgate, as |
expect to be working with other ministers in the area: Church of
Scotland, Episcopal, Independent (although I’'ve heard they don’t
support women in ministry) and the local Catholic Church. It’s an
exciting time for Bathgate churches as many have recently
ordained/inducted new ministers so I’'m looking forward to some new
ideas and more opportunities to work together.

| will also continue to balance my ministry work with my paid work (an
interesting challenge) and expect the latter will change this year also as |

6



support UK government funding for conservation/livelihoods work.
We've had a quiet year (government budgeting reasons), but expect to
get back to something like normal at the start of the new financial year.
| have been working on the Darwin Initiative now for over 20 years and
have no problem with the science meets religion of Darwin’s thinking!
Check out what I’'m involved in on https://www.darwininitiative.org.uk/

Thanks for all your kind thoughts and for
the picture which will remind me of my
time with you. And | will be back some
time to visit — or perhaps to take a
service (once I've got settled into my
new role).

Eilidh Young

Mary commissioned an oil crayon sketch from Euan Cameron, one of
our choir members and Urban Sketcher for Eilidh as a reminder of MUC.

Rev David Coleman’s Sermon 18 Jan 2026

Rev David Coleman is the Eco-congregation Scotland chaplain. This
is a shortened version of his sermon.

On the feast of the Epiphany, it fell to me to offer the ‘Time for
Reflection’ in the Scottish Parliament.

This is an honour, but rather a circumscribed one. Those who set
things going in Holyrood wanted to include, but also to constrain
the contribution of faith groups, so there’s a stern list of what you
can’t do: like bring in props or make what they call ‘political points’.

Our faith had equipped me to speak more sharply than | knew.

I'll just add in this verse from the appointed Epistle for today, which
begins with reassurance and encouragement from Paul to the
congregation in Corinth. To a powerless minority who were
struggling to find their own identity within the constraints of a
brutal and powerful empire


https://www.darwininitiative.org.uk/

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of
God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you
have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every
kind.

Speech and knowledge. As church people, as a community, can |
suggest we have a special responsibility and privilege, one way or
another to learn and indeed to speak and respond in ways not
open to us in other aspects of life. To be and be seen to be the
church. Rather than to hide the church. To take charge of who we
seem to be.

To be recognisable as who we’re called to be. As friends of the
Friend of the Earth who is Christ. And many things - including your
garden here in Morningside - tell that story.

That you are Friends of that Jesus whom the Gospels show was
constantly in touch with nature, filled with affection and awe, and
prepared to intervene with the personalities of the wind and the
waves, just as he did with people who needed put in their place.
And even with the personalities of disease. Jesus was not about
standing back. Not pussyfooting. The sharpness of the Messiah’s
speech was not hidden. Jesus openly insulted rulers whose
behaviour merited it.

But Jesus also risked his reputation to encourage immoral outcasts
and collaborators who turned a corner. Taking a lead from John’s
offer to the same crowd, of a Baptism to do less harm. That fiery
step of “"Doing less Harm” is Gospel: it's Good News within all our
reach.

What'’s the right or the wrong way to follow Christ today? Is there a
criterion?

A friend in Africa put it like this: “Any ‘gospel ‘that doesn’t speak to
ecological devastation is not the gospel of Christ”. And
comparably: On a visit to the Vatican environmental department
last year, | heard how aggressive mineral exploitation in poor
countries is like a rebirth of the slave trade.



So, | praise God that the Church of Scotland last year became part
of the Fossil Fuel Non Proliferation movement, joining the United
Reformed Church, Catholic Bishops and more than 400 faith
organisations worldwide, looking to a transition with justice from
the current war on Creation. Praise God.

Solidarity and community strengthen identity: that is what Eco-
Congregation Scotland can offer in days of scarce funding and the
scandalous vanishing of environmental concern from mission
agendas.

Of course there are things you don’t say in church, but this year I'm
already becoming more interested in the importance of what you
can only say in church. What transforming sharpness might be
blunted, what otherwise decisive swords and arrows might, as
Isaiah would put it, remain in the quiver, unless we come out with
the truth? If we self-censor.

Because the sharpness of that truth - if told in love - sets us and our
neighbours free to act. And the grace of God fills in the gaps.

As a Christian from Pakistan made me promise to tell you, after
their devastating floods, the unprecedented frequency and severity
of nature-based disaster in our lifetime is simply “not natural”. The
crisis of nature and climate neither “just happens” nor will it “just
go away” because its causes remain.

Will you believe me, will you believe her? .....,and will your
neighbours believe you, because of the trust you’ve built up, or
not, between you? Or because you’re part of the church? In time of
moral vacuum, you might be surprised how much difference that
makes.

It’s in the gifts of God through scripture and the traditions of the
church, rigorously and boldly discerned with the help of that wild
wind the Spirit, that we’ll find Good News resources to strengthen
us in facing the Bad News that should anyone with eyes to see and
ears to hear.



And our Gospel Reading - which introduces Christ as the Lamb of
God who takes away what truly harms the Earth - is a model of the
power of identity.

John the Baptist, John the prophet, is empowered by his conviction
of who he is; of what he’s there for. He has a job to do, and ego is
irrelevant to it. John is unthreatened - indeed authenticated by the
identity of Jesus, whom he describes in that dizzyingly powerful
language of sacrifice which would ring many bells for those he
needed to convince. Or if you're still hesitant, what does it take to
convince you?

Now, at the beginning of last year it became clear that those hopes
would be dashed that we were still holding on to at the time of
COP26 in Glasgow, that the nations of the world just might act
together to mitigate the push in global temperatures beyond that
1.5 degree threshold, with all the anguished response of a
consistently wounded planet which we do see in clearly
attributable wildfires, sea level rise, disrupted migrations and a list
which would take up most of the time you think a sermon should
last. Last year was when it became clear that a sermon which
sounds like “everything is going to be all right” will not be helping
you, not liberating you.

Jesus said that the truth sets us free, although this sort of truth
does take some digesting. But it also makes ever more valuable the
contributions of faith groups, including our own, who approach
these crises neither with denial, nor with the colonial and imperial
aspirations of conquerors, but rather seeking the good of all, the
health of our fellow stakeholders in the rainbow covenant between
God and all life.

It’s these things which help us define who we are as followers of
Jesus; as inheritors and interpreters of the spiritualities which he
also cherished, treasures that enable us, by God’s grace, to find our
place and purpose as yeast in the dough of our own time and place.

AMEN.
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A Prayer for the New Year

Father, help me begin this year with a
renewed mind and a willing spirit. Teach
me to focus on what matters most and to

seek You first in all things. Let my life

reflect Your love and truth.

Amen.

Reading and Flower Rotas for February

Readers: Flowers:
1 February Judy Wagner Judy Wagner
8 February Rose Kumbanga Yvonne Burnett
15 February Maggie McKenzie Fiona Purves
22 February Mary Taylor Mary Taylor

Timetable for Ministers — February

1 February Rev Mary Taylor

8 February Peter Ranscombe
15 February Rev Sarah Moore
22 February Rev Sarah Moore

Coffee Morning Dates for your Diary

Our coffee mornings this month will be held on Thursday 5 February and
Thursday 19 February at 10.30am in the Small Hall. Come and join us,
for a catch up with friends, make new friends, keep warm and enjoy a
warm drink and cake.

Digital Advice Sessions

The digital advice sessions organised by Southside Faith Care will start
again from Thursday 22 January. They are on a fortnightly basis until 4
June from 1.30pm — 3.30pm. Please come along. One particularly
useful and well attended session was a Frauds and Scams talk given by
the police. Southside Faithcare hope to arrange other talks through the
year. Folk from MUC will be invited to attend
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& £ &5 4 N 8 7 - 7 8 4
; Dig?tai Advice Support

FREE ADVICE & HELP WITH YOUR MOBILE PHONE, TABLET OR LAPTOP

Where?

Prestonfield Neighbourhood Project
63 Priestfield Avenue
EH16 5EX

Morningside United Church
15 Chamberlain Road
EH10 4DH

When?

& ¥
27 Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm
Weekly for 10 weeks
Starts: 20 January 2026
Final session: 24 March 2026
Parking: Disabled and Free on street
= Buses: 2,14,30 \
SOUTHSIDES¥r L IS
FAITH CARE Registered Scottish Charity SC052004 Partnershipwith . . Z... Registered Scottish Charity SCO47766

Get in touch: Tel: 07587 014948

Thursdays, 1.30-3.30pm
10 Fortnightly sessions
Starts: 22 January 2026
Final session: 04 June 2026
Buses: 5,11,16,23,36,45

Email: roseanne@southsidefaithcare.org

MUC Charity Donations in 2025

Salvation Army Gorgie Foodbank (see thanks below) £2,565
Andy's Man Club (Lent collection— suicide prevention charity) £700
Eric Liddell Community (Advent collection — for ‘Friday afternoon project’) £539

On behalf of The Salvation Army Foodbank, | would like to say a
huge thank you to Morningside United Church members who have
supported our Foodbank once again with food and monetary
donations. Your kindness and generosity have been truly

amazing. Because of your donations, we will be able to make a real
difference in the lives of families across our community this
Christmas.

Your support helps bring hope, joy and dignity to those who need it
most — and we are so grateful.

Thank you for helping us share love and light this season.

Regards
Elizabeth Young, Community Programme Coordinator
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We also received a short thank you email from Linda Hay for our
donation, and a message below from Caring Christmas Trees. This isn’t
a charity donation as such as, but buying the church Christmas tree from
them supports Bethany Christian Church.

Together, we have sold 3315 Caring Christmas Trees, with the profit
of each sale going towards Bethany Christian Trust's work ending
homelessness in Scotland, one person at a time.

Thank you for being a part of Caring Christmas Trees. We have
enjoyed spending these last 20 years supplying trees to people's
homes and are looking forward to many more years of Caring
Christmas Trees.

A particular thank you to Charlie and the team at the Harburn
Estate who grow all our beautiful Nordmann Firs each year - and
have been doing so since we started!

Ukrainian Visitor

It was good to welcome back
briefly Sofiia Tekliuk, who is
now studying in Ukraine.
Sofiia was the orginal founder
of the Edinburgh Spiders,
now organised by her mother
Hanna, also pictured.
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Christian Aid
Book collection for christian H0|y Corner

the sale in May has
. Booksale 2026

now started. As

well as the details Saturday 9, Sunday 10, Monday 11 May
in the poster, MUC

members can bring WANTED!

books with them on .
. Book Donations
a Su nday mOr‘nIng e We will be accepting book donations from Wednesday, 14
d I h January until Saturday 28 March 2026
an €ave t em o No home pick-ups, drop-off only, to:
Morningside United Church, Chamberlain Road entrance, at
near the Sound the following times:
deSk. Wednesdays 10 am - 12 noon
Saturdays 10 am - 12 noon

We Want
e Non-fiction
o Scottish books
e Paperback fiction
e Children’s books

We Cannot Accept
e Encyclopaedias
e Reader’s Digest
e Books in poor condition, due to mould, water-damage
e CDs, DVDs
(These won't sell, and would incur disposial costs.

Morningside United Church, Holy Corner, EH10 4DJ
In aid of Christian Aid: Charity No. SC039150
Booksale website: https://holycornerbooksale.wordpress.com

Musical events

As usual, at the end of the
year we had a great selection
in the church — musicians like
the acoustics. These included
Brass Tacks as part of the
service with other URC
churches (pictured), Polish
and Romanian carol concerts
and the Octavoce Christmas
Concert.




e N e

MUC Quiz

For last year’s Doors’ Open Day we had a quiz to encourage people to look at the
building and to look at the information leaflets. Some of the questions are quite
tricky! Below is a shortened version you might like to try. You can find
information on our website Our Story - MORNINGSIDE UNITED CHURCH, Eric
Liddell Peace Garden - MORNINGSIDE UNITED CHURCH You should be able to
find answers for 1 to 7 and first past of 8 from these. The photos below may
help with a few of the later ones that definitely need a look around outside.

Which craftsman made the glass art panel and the Eric Liddell window?

What bible verse was the inspiration for the painting Daughter?

Who painted Gethsemane?

What kind are the 3 small trees in the Eric Liddell Peace Garden?

The Peace Garden is a member of a special organisation called the Community
of the Cross of Nails. Where did it start?

The musical notes on the Eric Liddell window are the first line of a hymn — what
hymn isit? (The garden leaflet can give you a clue)

What year was the church building completed?

Who was the first minister in this building, and where is he remembered in the
building?

There is a window you can see outside on the wall facing Chamberlain Road
that you can’t see inside the church. What shape is it?

10.What creature is carved on the wall facing Bruntsfield Place and what letters

are carved beside the creature?
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Church Diary for February

Sunday 1 February
Monday 2 February
Tuesday 3 February
Wednesday 4 February
Thursday 5 February
Thursday 5 February
Sunday 8 February
Wednesday 11 February
Sunday 15 February
Tuesday 17 February
Thursday 19 February
Thursday 19 February
Thursday 19 February
Sunday 22 February
Tuesday 24 February
Wednesday 25 February
Thursday 26 February

11 am Worship led by Rev Mary Taylor
3pm Kirk Session in the Vestibule

5.45 pm Choir in Small hall

12:30 pm Prayers for Peace

10.30am Coffee Morning in the Small Hall
1.30pm-3.30pm Digital Session

11am Worship led by Peter Ranscombe
12:30 pm Prayers for Peace

11am Worship led by Rev Sarah Moore
5.45 pm Choir in Small hall

10.30am Coffee Morning in the Small Hall
1.30pm-3.30pm Digital Session

7pm START session at Marchmont

11am Communion led by Rev Sarah Moore
5:45 pm Choir in Small hall

12:30 pm Prayers for Peace

7pm START session at Marchmont

cover photograph by Sarah McKernan

To get in contact, please email: churchoffice.muc@gmail.com
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