Church Diary for July & August

Sunday 5 July
Sunday 12 July
Sunday 19 July
Tuesday 21 July
Wednesday 22 July
Sunday 26 July
Sunday 2 August
Thursday 6 August
Sunday 9 August
Sunday 16 August
Thursday 20 August
Sunday 23 August

Sunday 30 August
Monday 31 August

11am Worship led by Rev Mary Taylor

11am Worship led by Peter Ranscombe

11am Worship led by Rev Sarah Moore

3pm Kirk Session in the centre Vestibule

12:30pm Prayers for Peace in the Sanctuary

11am Worship led by Rev Sarah Moore

11am Worship led by Rev Mary Taylor

10.30am Coffee Morning in Small Hall

11am Worship led by Peter Rancombe

11am Worship led by Dr Hazel Hastie

10.30am Coffee Morning in Small Hall

11am Worship led by Rev Sarah Moore
12 noon Congregational meeting

11am Worship led by Rev Sarah Moore

7.30pm LAMPS performance Salt & Light
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To get in contact, please email: churchoffice.muc@gmail.com
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A message from
Rev Sarah...

Dear Friends,

Have you ever embarked
on a project with a thought
in the front or back of your
mind, that whatever it is at
least might not work, or at
most might actually be

impossible?

| have a summer gardening project that fits this bill. Earlier in the year
while ordering from a well-known garden supplier, | was offered a
bundle of mystery seed packets for a reduced price. Knowing that |
would likely receive at least something usable, on the spur of the
moment, | clicked and added to my ‘basket’. A little while later
receiving my order, the bundle included seeds for carrots, tomatoes,
parsley and ... watermelons.

Initially | laughed and thought I'd put the seeds in the compost bin.
Then | paused and wondered. Is it possible to grow watermelons in
central Scotland? They probably wouldn’t do much outside but perhaps
in a greenhouse or conservatory? So, | planted the seeds with zero
expectation. Lo, nature did its thing, and two of the three seeds |
planted germinated. Still cynical | watched and waited. The seeds grew
into healthy looking plants and survived their first experience of potting
on. They are still alive, healthy, and | continue to wait and see whether
they will continue to grow and if so, produce any fruit.

It can be very easy in many parts of our lives to dismiss ideas as
impossible. Some of course really do fit into such a category. | ponder
though and wonder if fewer things might be impossible than we might
imagine. Following a Christ who his followers believe rose from the
grave, we already live with a strong dose of the impossible in our faith.
As we read the scriptures, we notice time and time again how matters
thought to be impossible indeed are told to come to pass.
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Reading and Flower Rotas for July & August

Readers: Flowers

5 July Rev Mary Taylor Fiona Purves

12 July Hamish McKenzie Maggie McKenzie
19 July Maggie McKenzie Maggie McKenzie
26 July Judy Wagner Maggie McKenzie
2 August David Donald Maggie McKenzie
9 August Maggie McKenzie Maggie McKenzie
16 August Rev Mary Taylor Rev Mary Taylor
23 August Rose Kumbanga Rose Kumbanga
30 August Vacant Janet Wightman

Timetable for Ministers — July & August

5 July Rev Mary Taylor

12 July Layperson Peter Ranscombe
19 July Rev Sarah Moore

26 July Rev Sarah Moore

2 August Rev Mary Taylor

9 August Layperson Peter Ranscombe
16 August Dr Hazel Hastie

23 August Rev Sarah Moore

30 August Rev Sarah Moore

A Prayer for August

May the Father who created a world of vibrant diversity be
with us as we embrace life in all its fullness.

May the Son who teaches us to care for the stranger be with us,
that we may be good neighbours in our communities.

May the Spirit who breaks down barriers and celebrates community, be
with us as we find the courage to create a place of welcome for all.

Amen.
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News of Members and Friends
One sad and shocking and three happy notes.

You may have seen on TV, following the storms in the early hours of 26
June, that Stuart and Pamela Drummond's house in Dalkeith was hit by
lightning. They are in our thoughts and prayers after this tragic event.
Fortunately they are un-injured.

Morningside United Church sends

congratulations, many thanks and best
wishes on her retirement to Liz from &
Chamberlain Road Nursing Home, pictured | &=
at a recent coffee morning. She is retiring 1:4 i
after 28 years of dedicated work at | !
Chamberlain.

Hamish McKenzie recently featured in a

BBC news website article He was one of more than 70,000 11-year-olds
who sat the test as part of the Scottish Mental Survey, part of the 1936
Lothian Birth Cohort study, run by the University of Edinburgh. There
are still 150 of the original group taking part in the latest stage of a
project looking at how the brain ages. Several of them are interviewed,
including Hamish, with a great picture of him at the top of the article.
The 90-year-olds at the cutting edge of brain-ageing research - BBC News

Brigitte Harris, who many will know as our former organist, will be
performing during the Edinburgh Festival on Wednesday 12 August in
Newtown Church, George Street, Edinburgh at 12.30pm.
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| wonder what we consider to be impossible in our own lives and the
life of our church? Given time, patience and careful nurture, what
surprising things could grow and flourish? We might ask ourselves too
whether we are willing to put in the task of patience as we tackle the
seemingly impossible and see what happens next.
With love and prayers
Rev’'d Sarah Moore

Eilidh Young

Morningside United
Church sends
congratulations to
Eilidh, our former
student attached, on
completing her college
course and warm
wishes to her as she
prepares for her
induction service in
Bathgate in September.
More details later.

The photo shows her and husband, Stuart at the Valedictory service of
Scottish College on Friday 12th June in Augustine United Church at 7pm.

As agreed by the Kirk Session Rev Mary Taylor will be taking sabbatical
leave from September to November 2026



Eric Liddell Peace Garden - June Update

After a beautiful last week in May, June has so far been cooler than
normal. The Peace Garden, despite being so close to the busy Holy
Corner, isa calm place. Now that g — —
the chairs and tables are back out, SR
it is the perfect place to sit and
enjoy the flowers, shrubs and
wildlife. The bees are busy and
there are plenty of birds flying
around. Asyou enter the garden,
you are welcomed by a border of
bright yellow begonias. The
honeysuckle’s scent is fragrant and
the flowers are blossoming.

by Elizabeth MacGregor, has been

from Chamberlain Nursing Home.

The runner beans plant, kindly donated

removed from its original pot and put in
the planters. These were gifted by Liliana

The LAMPS Collective is a group of professional artists whose Christian
faith underpins their work and lives. They create and perform live
theatre events and produce creative resources for churches to use. The
play (running time approximately 75 minutes) is performed by a cast of

five talented professional actors.

S LAMPS 3

Lake Galilee, AD 30,
and in the little
fishing community of
Capernaum, rumours
of miracles and
healings abound. Five
members of one
family struggle to
make sense of the
radical new teacher
walking their shores.
Who is this man?
What is he? And
what might it all
mean for them and
their lives?

Join us around the campfire for shanties, stories and spoken word — the

tales of the first disciples.

'‘Beautiful collection of stories — OUTSTANDING!'. 'l loved the humour... |
think | was either laughing or crying throughout the whole show!'

(Audience reviews).

This production is suitable for ages 10 and over. As with all LAMPS
Collective productions it has been written with people that don’t
normally go to church in mind. Salt and Light is particularly suitable for
outreach as it is highly accessible and a great springboard for discussion
and debate. Accompanying bible studies are available to help with this.



The new Moderator has exceptional interpersonal skills and a very quick
wit. He managed proceedings with compassion, humour and dexterity.
From the content of the services he conducted, | detected a
conservative theological tone, which was also evident in the latter part
of the Report of the Theological Forum and the Faith Action Programme
Leadership Team on the Causes of Decline of the Church (Reports 8/1),
in the sections on how to address the decline in membership. Not
everyone at the Assembly seemed to be in alignment with this
theological tack and only time will tell if it will lead to a revival in the
congregations of the Church of Scotland.

Book Club

Our next provisional meeting will be on Thursday 23 July at 7pm.
Details will be confirmed closer to the time by Rev Mary Taylor,
alternatively you can email the Morningside United Church office for
further details.

The book to be read this month will be chosen from the Edinburgh
libraries' book groups' list for June. This list is available online from 1st
June. The email address is below:
https://yourlibrary.edinburgh.gov.uk/web/arena/book-group-titlesl

LAMPS performance 31 August

Advance notice for an event that will be just before the next Link
appears. There will be more posters and notices nearer the time.

We are glad to welcome back LAMPS Collective for a performance of
Salt and Light at 7:30 pm on Monday 31 August. Free entry, donations
welcome. Please encourage your friends to come. This is a lighter
show than The Passion that we saw last Easter at MUC. It explores
Jesus’ ministry and miracles through shanties and stories.

What colourful flowers the blue
geranium produces. Splashes of deep
purple can be seen in two borders.
Round the bird bath, pink carnations
were planted and they are now in
bloom. It looks as if there will be a
bumper crop of cherries this summer.

Outside the shed, is a hypericum shrub
(Rose of Sharon).

With warmer weather now arrived, it
will bring growth and even more colour
to the garden.

Prayers of Peace

Our next Prayers for Peace session will be held on Wednesday 22 July
in the main Church at 12.30pm. Anyone is most welcome to join us.

Coffee Morning Dates for your Diary

We are taking a break over July but will be resuming our coffee
mornings on Thursday 6 August at 10.30am, in the Small Hall, or if the
weather is good, maybe in the Eric Liddell Peace Garden. We hope
everyone has a wonderful summer. See you back soon.

Yvonne Burnett



Impressions of my General Assembly 2026
Experience

Background and introduction

As this was my first experience as a Commissioner at the General
Assembly, | was a bit apprehensive at the prospect of what lay ahead.
Whilst the prospect of a schedule of many hours sitting listening to
Reports being delivered and debated was quite daunting, my interest
was sustained, and there were times when it was inspiring and moving.

Notable Reports
Whilst all the Reports dealt with important issues, some stood out.

The Report on the Legacies of Slavery (Reports 12/1) was very moving
and culminated in the Church of Scotland issuing an official apology for
its participation, in a variety of ways, in the slave trade, from which the
institution, as well as individual members of the church, benefitted
financially. One response to the apology was made by the General
Secretary of the United Church in Jamaica and the Cayman Islands,
named Rose Wedderburn. She is of African descent but informed the
Assembly that her name is of Scottish provenance and is a consequence
of the forced name changes that slaves had to accept.

Another notable Report was the Report of the Theological Forum and
the Faith Action Programme Leadership Team on the Causes of Decline
of the Church (Reports 8/1). This was a detailed and well-sourced
analysis of the causes of decline in membership of the Church of
Scotland, which also included some suggested strategies for halting and
even reversing the decline. Some contributors from the floor objected
to the use of the term decline, and others suggested it should be seen
as an opportunity for the Church of Scotland to redesign its institutional
structures to meet the challenge. Whilst | could agree with the last
point, | found some of the content of the Report Convenor’s
suggestions about how to reverse the decline to be superficial. It’s
obvious that it will take a lot of deep thought and hard work to reverse
the current situation, but the atmosphere in the Assembly makes it
possible to hope that this can happen.

6

The Report of the Presbytery Review Committee (Reports 9/1) informed
the Assembly that restructuring has been successful in many
presbyteries. However, the Convener reported some obstacles to
progress in a few presbyteries, due to some churches taking time to
respond to the restructuring proposals.

Another very moving and thought-provoking Report was that relating to
the chaplains to the armed forces. The Report of the Committee on
Chaplains to HM Forces (Reports 18/1) informed the Assembly that the
current perilous state of international relations, with tensions on the
Doomsday Clock at the highest they have even been, means that the
armed forces are in a state of readiness for the outbreak of conflict in
Europe, and the chaplains are similarly prepared for their role. It was a
disturbing Report to listen to, but also inspiring, as accounts of the
dedication of chaplains were recounted. The Moderator expressed the
gratitude of the Assembly, and the wider church, for their work, and
this was endorsed by the Commissioners in their response.

Beating Retreat

The Beating Retreat by the very impressive pipe bands was followed by
a reception in Holyrood House. The Lord High Commissioner circulated
and chatted to people, accompanied by the Chaplain to the Lord High
Commissioner. The evening was very well attended by Commissioners
and was an extremely relaxed and enjoyable social occasion.

Assembly Service in St Giles Cathedral

The service was impressive, as always, in the magnificent setting of St
Giles Cathedral, reflecting the significance of the Assembly in the life
and work of the Church of Scotland.

Concluding thoughts

There were many thoughtful, pertinent and moving contributions by
Commissioners and Ministers, and attending the Assembly has left an
indelible impression on me. It was a huge privilege to be invited to
attend the Assembly, the Beating Retreat and Reception, and the
service at St Giles.



