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Mary’s Musing….. 

Transform is one of the Five Marks of Mission 

As the Eric Liddell peace garden here at MUC prepares to mark its 

second anniversary of becoming an international partner of the 

Community of the Cross of Nails, I have recently been to Coventry on 

two occasions and have also welcomed to Edinburgh Katrina Anderson, 

who one of the CCN interns. 

So, what are our current commitments and developing links re being a 

Community of the Cross of Nails partner? 

Prayers for Peace continue in MUC on Wednesdays at 12.30pm linking 

us to the CCN liturgy which is prayed in person and on Zoom around 

the world 

Friday at 12 noon is a very special time for CCN because the liturgy is 

prayed then in the ruins of the old Coventry Cathedral.  It is a very 

poignant act of prayer and brings the words “healing the wounds of 

history” to life. 

Bladon peace garden 

As requested by a fellow CCN Trustee, I visited Bladon Church of 

England primary school, Oxfordshire to see their planned peace garden.  

Bladon is near Blenheim Palace and is where Winston Churchill is 

buried.  This peace garden is about the same size as the Eric Liddell 

peace garden.  It was great to meet the children and exchange ideas.  

Hopefully we can keep in touch with this new peace garden and 

encourage each other. 

Dean John Witicombe’s 2 final services  

These were on the Sunday after Ascension Day.  I thanked him for all his 

support re application of the Eric Liddell peace garden at Morningside 

United Church becoming an international CCN partner. 

 

There are now over 300 CCN partners.  

John’s farewell tour in 2026 included CCN partners in Wales, Jerusalem, 

South Africa, New York, Cape Cod and one of the newest partners is the 

Coptic Church in Stevenage. 
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Even Lady Godiva turned up! 

After John’s final morning service there was a memorable guest 

appearance of Imageer’s 6-metre giant Lady Godiva, in University 

Square. 

Visit of Katrina Anderson, American CCN intern, Coventry Cathedral 

23rd - 26th May to Edinburgh 

It has been lovely to spend time with Katrina Anderson, one of the 

current CCN interns.  She is from Ohio and has run the Chicago 

marathon.  Katrina ran the Edinburgh marathon in 4 hours 53 minutes. 

She also planted yellow begonias as a golden welcome at the entrance 

of the Eric Liddell peace garden.  After spending time around Edinburgh 

going to museum exhibitions, including “Giants” in Chambers Street, a 

play at the Lyceum, St. Giles and Central Church, Tollcross Katrina went 

on to visit another CCN partner, Marygate House, Holy Island. 

We look forward to sharing photos of the EL peace garden with Katrina 

this summer.  She has had her internship in Coventry extended for 

another year. 

Eric Liddell Peace Garden - June Update 

May has largely been an unseasonably cold month but we are now 

gratefully basking in sunshine in this last week of it. 

The garden volunteers meet on Wednesdays at 1.30 pm and they have 

been hard at work weeding, planting and watering.  If you wish to help 

or simply enjoy sitting in the garden, please do come along and join us. 

The cherries have set and look abundant; the 

crab apple is full of blossom hopefully 

promising a good crop.  The cowslips and 

forget-me-nots have continued to bloom and 

are now just going over.  Several beautiful 

red candelabra primroses made their 

appearance mysteriously gifted and planted 

and to that kind person we say thank you.  
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Hamish McKenzie continues his interest and has kindly gifted and 

planted more herbs in the herb garden. 

 

 

The agapanthus which Pam Brindley 

has kindly overwintered and is feeding 

have been replanted by her in their 

original spot.  Delene who heads up 

The Community of the Cross of Nails 

for South Africa visited us last year and 

planted these lovely, native Southern 

African plants in our Community of the 

Cross of Nails Garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

We recently had a visit from 

an intern from Coventry’s 

Community of the Cross of 

Nails, Katrina Anderson.  As a 

mark of her visit to the 

garden, she planted yellow 

begonias in the border at the 

entrance to the garden. They 

will hopefully flower 

throughout the summer and 

be a cheery welcome to the 

garden. 
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The acers in the Japanese 

border marking Eric 

Liddell’s time as an internee 

in the Japanese camp in 

China are growing strongly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Coffee Morning Dates for your Diary 
As ever, you will find us holding our coffee mornings in the Small Hall at 
10.30am.  This month they will be held on Thursday 11 June and 
Thursday 25 June at 10.30am.  Come along and join us for some chat, 
tea and cake. 

My thanks to Daphne Paton and Maggie McKenzie for their willingness 

every fortnight to set up and serve at the much-appreciated coffee 

morning.  Attendees include Chamberlain Care Home residents and 

carers, MUC members, the yoga group and some regular visitors.  It can 

be a very busy morning with up to 25 people, but it is lovely to see so 

many join us. 

The last coffee morning will be on Thursday 25 June before the team 

take a break during July.  We will resume on Thursday 6 August at 

10.30am. 
Yvonne Burnett 
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Christian Aid Booksale Update 
Thanks to everyone who came 
along to this year’s Christian 
Aid Booksale (9 to 11 May) 
organised by the Holy Corner 
Churches Christian Aid 
Committee.  Committee 
members and helpers now 
come from wider than the 
original Holy Corner Churches.  
As always there was a lot of 
hard work put into the 
collation and preparation of 
books by the helper team, 
including from some strong 
members of the Romanian 
Orthodox Church to carry the 
books up from the basement 
where they are sorted. 

The total raised (before some expenses come off) was £10,455 which is 
a fantastic amount.  It is mostly from book sales, but there is an element 
of donations in it as well and £255 from the popular Saturday cafe 
organised by Yvonne Burnett. 

With fewer people carrying cash, 57% of the total was taken using a 
contactless payment device which we have bought.  It is easier to use 
than previous methods.  The device can also now be used for taking 
donations in the church for those who don’t carry cash. 
Sometimes more unusual or valuable books are donated.  Any not sold 
after being displayed at the sale are put up for sale online, or 
occasionally to auction.  Since last year’s Booksale £3,120 was raised for 
Christian Aid in this way, with the money going direct to them, and 
£620 by auction  

David Donald 
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Care Conversations 
The last session of these cafe style talks organised by Southside Faith 
Care is on Thursday is on Thursday 18 June at 2:30pm in the Small hall. 
The subject to be discussed is Bereavement Support, with speakers 
from William Purves. 

A diary of a range of other SFC activities is on the church noticeboard. 
Digital advice sessions will return in the Autumn. 

Holy Island (Lindisfarne) Pilgrimage 
This joint activity with Blackford and Grange Church isn’t able to be 
confirmed yet as the favourable tide date of 20 June didn’t work for 
other reasons.  More details will be given when available. 

And what is so rare as a day in June? 

June arrives with long, golden days, 
Where sunlight dances on the morning haze. 

The meadows bloom in emerald delight, 
And butterflies flutter in gentle flight. 
The air is sweet with fragrant flowers, 

Soft breezes hum through leafy bowers. 
Children’s laughter rings across the green, 

A world alive, vibrant, and serene. 
The sky, a canvas of endless blue, 
Reflects the joy that June imbues. 
Every moment, a gift to behold, 

A season of warmth, of stories untold. 
June asks nothing, yet gives so much, 

The sun’s soft kiss, the earth’s gentle touch. 
Stay awhile in this golden light, 

And let your heart take joyous flight. 
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Prayers of Peace 
These prayer sessions will continue during June on 3 and 24 at 
12.30pm in the Church.  Everyone is welcome to join us. 

Digital Advice Sessions 
The digital advice sessions organised by Southside Faith Care are on a 
fortnightly basis until 18 June from 1.30pm – 3.30pm.   

Reading and Flower Rotas for June 
 Readers: Flowers 

7 June Hamish McKenzie Vacant 

14 June  Lesley Donald  Rose Kumbanga 

21 June  Simone Bottomly  Judy Wagner 

28 June  Keith Wilson Daphne Paton 

Afternoon Communion 
This month’s Afternoon Communion will be held on Monday 8 June, 
starting at 11.30am. 
 

Book Club 
Our next provisional meeting will be on Thursday 23 July at 7pm.  
Details will be confirmed closer to the time by Rev Mary Taylor, 
alternatively you can email the Morningside United Church office for 
further details. 

The book to be read this month will be chosen from the Edinburgh 
libraries' book groups' list for June.  This list is available online from 1st 
June.  The email address is below: 
https://yourlibrary.edinburgh.gov.uk/web/arena/book-group-titles1 

Edinburgh Festival Appearance 
Brigitte Harris, who many will know as our former organist, will be 
performing during the Edinburgh Festival on Wednesday 12 August in 
Newtown Church, George Street, Edinburgh at 12.30pm  

https://yourlibrary.edinburgh.gov.uk/web/arena/book-group-titles1
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Timetable for Ministers – June 

7 June Rev Mary Taylor 

14 June Rev Sarah Moore 

21 June Rev Sarah Moore  

28 June Rev Elspeth Harley 

 

 



11 
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Church Diary for June 
Tuesday 2 June 5.45pm Choir in Small Hall 

Wednesday 3 June 12:30pm Prayers for Peace in the Sanctuary 

Saturday 6 June 5pm Castle Brass Concert 

Sunday 7 June 11am Worship led by Rev Mary Taylor 

Monday 8 June 2.30pm Afternoon Communion 

Tuesday 9 June 5.45pm Choir in Small Hall 

Thursday 11 June 10.30am Coffee Morning in the Small Hall 

  1.30pm-3.30pm Digital Session in the Vestibule 

Sunday 14 June 11am Worship led by Rev Sarah Moore  

Tuesday 16 June 5.45pm Choir in Small Hall 

Saturday 20 June Capital Voices Concert  

Sunday 21 June 11am Worship led by Rev Sarah Moore 

Tuesday 23 June 5:45pm Choir in Small Hall 

Thursday 25 June 10.30am Coffee Morning in Small Hall 

  1.30pm-3.30pm Digital Session in the Vestibule 

Sunday 28 June 11am Worship led by Rev Elspeth Harley 
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