o
D)
e
© |

1 ide Un

ings

Morn




A message from Rev Sarah...

Dear friends

One of my favourite paintings that | had the
opportunity to see the original of several years
ago is Nighthawks by Edward Hopper.

Painted in 1942 and within the American
Realism movement, it is among the most recognisable of all artwork
originating in the United States. The painting is currently owned by and
displayed at the Art Institute of Chicago.

Edward Hopper, Nighthawks, 1942. From: The Art Institute of Chicago, Fifty-third
Annual Exhibition of American Paintings and Sculpture. Chicago: 1942. Public Domain.

This is an evocative image of a scene at a late night diner, one might
reasonably assume, set somewhere in the city of Chicago. Someone is
working behind the counter with three folk sat drinking coffee, perhaps
also eating a meal or snack. The light from the diner radiates out into an
empty street.

Many of us will have our own responses to the painting. If we were to
imagine ourselves into it, we might at different times place ourselves in
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the position of the individual serving, of the couple sat together, or of
the character sitting alone with their back to viewer. We might too put
ourselves as a fifth person in the picture, either sat inside the diner or
viewing from outside.

Nighthawks provokes me to consider what we mean and understand by
community. We might think of a larger number of people than depicted
here. Community too can be a smaller fellowship.

Here we have three people who are in from the dark in a community
hosted by the server. We might reflect on how at different times we are
both host and guest. In our homes, workplaces, families, friendship
circles, other places and at church. We read in the gospels how Jesus at
different times is both host and guest and so we are too.

Being host or guest comes with different expectations and duties. Many
of us will have been brought up with the importance of manners in
respect of how we behave as guests. There are manners too that belong
to hosts. At church, perhaps differently to in other places, we can find
ourselves as host and guest at the same time.

We might each consider our roles in participating in community and in
hosting community. What comes easily to us? What is more
challenging? How do we create places of welcome where we and others
consciously want to be?

With love and prayers
Rev’'d Sarah Moore

Mary’s Musing.....

Good Friday was different for me this year. On the Good Friday evening
a musical service was held in Blackford and Grange which was shared
with members of the German speaking congregation, more about this
will be in our next LINK magazine.

Several of us from Morningside United Church joined Blackford and
Grange Parish Church for their Graveyard Walk led by Revs. Karen
Campbell and Dorothy Anderson. The readings were interspersed with
Good Friday hymns.



It was thought provoking to find out where such notables were buried.
They included:

Charles Maclaren (1782 - 1866) 1st Editor of the Scotsman newspaper,
Thomas Guthrie (1803 -1873) an eloquent preacher and philanthropist,
David Kennedy (1825-1886) Scottish minister and singer.

More details are available: https:grangeassociation.org/cemetery

Practical Peace-making:
What is the nature of peace? How do we live it?

22-23 April 2026 at Coventry Cathedral

Forty-five of us were privileged to attend this peace-making conference
organised jointly by the Community of the Cross of Nails and the Third
Order Society of St. Francis. We were able to hear excellent speakers
such as:

a. Rev Dr Isabelle Hamley: Insight on the nature of peace

b. Rev Dr Al Barrett: Locally rooted, practical peace-making when
everything's falling apart

There was also a talk on The Nature of Peace, and how to live it:
learning from our friends and partners of other faiths, with four
speakers from Coventry's Sikh, Hindu and Muslim communities.

Excerpts from the peace-making speeches will hopefully be included in
future Links, so watch this space.

Rev Canon Kate Massey is the new Canon for Arts and Reconciliation at
Coventry Cathedral. The following prayer is included in this Link with
her permission.

God of transformative love
in this place which has known conflict and reconciliation,
help me reflect on my/our own vocation to peace.
Disturb my/our complacency,
strengthen my/our hope
and nourish my/our imagination,
that I/we may share in your work of reconciliation in the world.
Amen



How is the peace garden doing?
Since Easter 2023 folk from Morningside United Church have been
working in and reflecting about the Eric Liddell peace garden.

| am delighted that there are now going to be regular updates in the
Link magazine and there are going to be more opportunities later in the
summer months after Sunday morning services to visit this peace
garden.

Eric Liddell Peace Garden - May Update

The daffodils have been looking absolutely lovely for the last month.
Primroses are blooming in very sweet little pale yellow mounds, and in
the gold medal bed early cowslips are providing some colour.

Around the pond a Brunnera is
very happy and has lots of bright
blue flowers. In the pond itself
some marsh marigolds are
blooming bright yellow,
attracting some bumblebees!

The Golden Hornet crab apple
we planted in the autumn to
commemorate 80 years of
Christian Aid is thriving and has
pink blossom buds, lots of them.
We have planted some forget
me nots, in bloom now, from
Janet’s garden.

Aquilegias and alliums have been introduced.
The cherry trees are in full bloom, very pretty in pale pink.



Moving forward, we have
put in a cotoneaster which
will hopefully grow up the
back fence and provide
flowers for the bees and
berries for the birds.
Some grasses have gone in
at the back of the gold
medal bed, where we are
hoping they will grow tall
and evoke the runners in
the wind.

We have created a small bed around the birdbath, a sunny spot for
pinks. Florence, Eric’s wife had these in the wedding bouquet.

So, it’s a busy time out there!

The garden is open most Wednesdays from 1.30-2.30 pm (closed during
winter months) if anyone would like to visit.

Pam Brindley

A watercolour from last July with the cherry tree in full fruit
Artist: Urban Sketchers Sue Cade (also an ELC Cafe volunteer)
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Christian Aid Week 2026 May 10-16

This year’s appeal is focusing on work in Nairobi, Kenya, where intense
poverty means families have a daily struggle to feed their children. With
secure jobs hard to find, and most people earning less than a dollar a
day to cover school costs, rent and water, some days there isn’t enough
for a meal.

But with tools, seeds and specialist training from Christian Aid’s partner,
Beacon of Hope, families are learning how to make the most of a small
space in the city to grow a steady supply of fresh vegetables to cook or
sell.

Money raised at the booksale, and from Gift Envelopes that will be
available for MUC members will help Christian Aid and its partners to
support communities to find practical and sustainable ways out of
poverty.

Christian Aid Week Service

MUC will be taking part in a joint Christian Aid Week service on Sunday
10 May at Blackford and Grange Church (Marchmont) 10:30 am led by
Rev Dorothy Anderson. The German Church also takes part in this
service. Transport can be arranged. Please speak to Yvonne Burnett.

Holy Corner Booksale

Many people have helped arrange this event, from those who have
kindly donated books, to those who have sorted them and priced them,
to the volunteers who have set up the hall, to those who will be
providing refreshments and being here on the sale days. Finally, to
those who will be tidying up afterwards - everyone’s contribution is
appreciated. Please come along, you will look for one book and find
many that you want and will enjoy. We look forward to seeing you here.
We now have extended the Monday opening time till 3pm.
David Donald
Holy Corner Churches Christian Aid Committee



Holy Corner
Booksale

Saturday, 9 May: 10am - 5pm 2026
Sunday, 10 May: 1pm - 5pm
Monday, 11 May: 10am - 3pm

Refreshments available Saturday, 10am - 4pm

Wide variety of categories, including:
® Hardback & paperback fiction and non-fiction

® Art, antiquarian & vintage
@ Children’s section

Entrance on Bruntsfield Place

Payment by cash or card

Mormingside United Church, Holy Corner, EH10 4DJ
In aid of Christian Aid: Charity No. SC039150
Booksale website: https://holycornerbooksale.wordpress.com




As well as the Booksale — other events nearby on 9 May. Plenty of
choice for food and drink!

Bake Sale

On Saturday 9 May, the Edinburgh Spiders will be holding a bake sale
from 11am in MUC front porch. It is fundraising for Ukrainian soldiers.

ECL Spring Fair and Plant Sale

Browse a variety of craft stalls, pick up something special at our plant
sale, and enjoy refreshments from our Pimm’s and mocktail stand.
There will also be a raffle with great prizes up for grabs. Families are
especially welcome, with a range of children’s activities including Splat
the Rat, Hook-a-Duck, and more.

r
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Sat., 9th May,
10:30am - 3:30pm
@ The Eric Liddell Community

www.ericliddell.org

Digital Frauds and Scams Information Event 7 May 2026

By popular demand we are so delighted to tell you that once again we
have Police Scotland and Barclays Bank coming along again to
Morningside United Church and Newington Trinity Priestfield to
update us on frauds and scams and how to keep safe online, etc. Tea,
coffee etc will be available at both talks.

This is such a great opportunity to learn more about these critical
subjects in everyday language, with various other printed information
available to take away.

PC Evelyn Hegarty and Kirsten Buchan are excellent and so
knowledgeable about these areas. Some may like to make a list of
guestions to bring along.



Please help us to spread the word about these talks to people you
know too! We need to get the message out to as many people as we
can as people continue to get caught out by scams and fraud! Please
don't miss it. 2 dates to choose from:

Thursday 7 May — 10am -12pm , Morningside United Church, 15
Chamberlain Road, Edinburgh EH10 4DH, Small Hall — enter by door on
Chamberlain Road

Thursday 14 May - 1.30pm to 3.30pm, at Newington Trinity Priestfield,
2 Marchhall Place, Edinburgh EH16 5SHW
We look forward to seeing you there.

Dementia Awareness Week

There will be a special event in recognition of Dementia Awareness
Week on 20 May, from 3pm to 5pm, at The Eric Liddell Community,
Robertson Suite (ground floor).

The event will feature speeches by our special guests:
¢ Dr Claire Durrant, Race Against Dementia Dyson Fellow,
Emerging Leader at the UK Dementia Research Institute, and
Senior Lecturer at the University of Edinburgh
o Dr Dianne Lopez, Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the UK
Dementia Research Institute at the University of Edinburgh

They will share valuable insights from their research on dementia, and
there will also be a short interactive activity led by our Dementia Day
Care staff, as well as an opportunity to ask questions.

This event is open to all who wish to learn more about dementia and
support awareness in our community.

Coffee Morning Dates for your Diary

Our coffee mornings this month will be held on Thursday 14 May and
Thursday 28 May at 10.30am in the Small Hall. Come and join us, for a
catch up with friends, make new friends, keep warm and enjoy a warm
drink and cake.
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Prayers of Peace
These prayer sessions will continue during May on 6, 20 and 27, at
12.30pm in the Church. Everyone is welcome to join us.

Digital Advice Sessions

The digital advice sessions organised by Southside Faith Care are on a
fortnightly basis until 4 June from 1.30pm — 3.30pm. Please come
along, our sessions for this month will be 14 and 28 May.

Book Group

Thanks to all who expressed an interest in having a new Book Group. It
has been lovely to hear from those who were involved in a former Book
Group and also possible potential new attendees.

The first meeting is planned for Thursday 28 May at 7pm.

The place is under discussion and those interested will be kept up to
date if they speak to Rev. Mary Taylor or send an email to
Morningside United Church at office.churchoffice. muc@gmail.com.

Holy Island (Lindisfarne) Pilgrimage

This is another joint activity with Blackford and Grange Church that is in
the early stages of planning. Some of us took part in a previous visit in
2019. A likely date when the tide is favourable is 20 June. More details
to come in the next Link.

Reading and Flower Rotas for May

Readers: Flowers
3 May Pam Brindley Pam Brindley
10 May Blackford & Grange Blackford & Grange
17 May David Donald Vacant
24 May Rose Kumbanga Rose Kumbanga
31 May Maggie McKenzie Mary Taylor
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Timetable for Ministers — May

3 May Rev Mary Taylor

10 May Rev Dorothy Anderson at Blackford & Grange
17 May Rev Elspeth Harley

24 May Rev Sarah Moore

31 May Rev Sarah Moore

Finance items

Our Lent collection raised £2,334, including a generous individual
donation. Many thanks to all who donated. The money to go to the
Blantyre Synod of the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian in Malawi
(Rose Kumbanga’s friend Rev Annie Kapinda from CCAP has visited us
before). The special project for this year is to help with building a new
orphanage. Sadly, this is needed as there are many children whose
parents have died from HIV/AIDS. Rose has already been giving a lot to
this. The land has been bought and enclosed by a fence, with a store
ready for materials to be used for building, this will allow about 25
children to be cared for together.

Members who have signed a Gift Aid declaration in favour of MUC have
received the annual letter showing their giving and the tax reclaimed on
it. Thanks to all who give in this way, and of course thanks to those who
give throughout the year.

The Annual General meeting to approve the 2025 Annual Report and
Accounts was held on 19 April. Equipment gremlins got in the way of
showing the presentation to take people through the details. The
charts from it showing the income and expenditure breakdown are here
for interest. If you didn’t get a paper or electronic copy and would like
one, please ask Lesley Donald. The document copy also goes on the
website Financial Reports - MORNINGSIDE UNITED CHURCH.
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B Donations / legacies

1 hall letting

w other property inc.

B Investments

2025 Income total £110,875

£12,27

W Mission & Ministry
M salaries

W repairs & maintenance
[ other costs

£12,029

2025 Expenditure total £123,223



Care Conversations

Another activity from Southside Faithcare that we are glad to host. Last
year’s series at their own base was popular. The first event has passed,
but the May and June sessions are still to come.

A diary of a range of other SFC activities is on the church noticeboard.
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Care Conversation Series

Talking about care can be an emotive topic and it helps to be well
prepared for the care conversation. So we're delighted to be
partnering with Morningside United Church and Southside Faith Care
for a series of relaxed and informative care conversations at
Morningside United Church, 15 Chamberlain Rd, EH10 4DH.

Navigating the Care Maze
Thurs 23 April
2.30-Apm

Power of Attorney

Thurs 21 May
2.30-dpm

Bereavement Support

with William Purves Funeral Directors
Thurs18 June
2.30-4pm

Whatever your interest in care join us fora cup of tea or coffee and a
biscuit. Listen, share your experiences and ask questions.

Justcome along onthe day or contactus for further details.

Home Instead Southside Faith Care
b 0131300 0599 P 07478 543510
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Wider Church events from both of the denominations we belong to.

Church of Scotland

Thy Kingdom Come launches on 14 May Thy Kingdom Come 2026
Created to Belong Created to Belong - Celebrating Disability in the
Image of God, Saturday, May 23 from 9:30 am to 4:30 pm, tickets on
Eventbrite

Engaging with Schools - Wednesday 3 June, Holy Trinity, Wester Hailes,
10am-2pm (more details to follow)

OM ship Logos Hope is scheduled to visit Edinburgh from 9-21 July

Jazz-Shaped Mission - Saturday 30 May (Queensferry Parish Church,
10am-12noon)

Rescheduled from last autumn this will be an excellent opportunity to
creatively explore the possibilities of mission in our parishes with the
unique help of the Heart & Soul Swing Band. Please share in your
notices & services and, if possible, encourage a group of people from
your church to attend. Please be aware that this is not a concert, but an
event designed for church members to think about how mission may
work in our present context and will involve the opportunity for group
discussion. Although this is not a ticketed event an indication of
numbers in advance for catering purposes would be very helpful.

URC Synod

A series of area meetings are focussing on the four words on the
Scottish Parliament mace. The workshop topics at each are: Living with
Integrity, Compassion's Call, Disability Justice, Intergenerational
Wisdom. They are being held at locations as below.

Rutherglen URC (Saturday 23 May 2026)

Dunfermline URC (Saturday 30 May 2026)

Nairn URC (Saturday 8 August 2026)

The deadline to book either of the May dates is 9:30am on Wed 6 May
using the link below.

Regional Days - Scotland's Four Words of Hope — Fill in form
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Church Diary for May

Sunday 3 May
Tuesday 5 May
Wednesday 6 May
Thursday 7 May
Saturday 9 May
Sunday 10 May

Monday 11 May
Tuesday 12 May
Thursday 14 May

Sunday 17 May
Tuesday 19 May
Wednesday 20 May

Thursday 21 May
Sunday 24 May
Monday 25 May
Tuesday 26 May
Wednesday 27 May
Thursday 28 May

Sunday 31 May

11am Worship led by Rev Mary Taylor

5.45pm Choir in Small Hall

12:30pm Prayers for Peace in the Sanctuary
10am-12pm Frauds & Scams Talk in the Small Hall
10am — 5pm Christian Aid Booksale

10.30am Worship led by Rev Dorothy Anderson at
Blackford &Grange Church (Marchmont Building)

1pm-5pm Christian Aid Booksale in the Main Hall
10am-3pm Christian Aid Booksale in the Main Hall
5.45pm Choir in Small Hall

10.30am Coffee Morning in the Small Hall
1.30pm-3.30pm Digital Session in the Vestibule
11am Worship led by Rev Elspeth Harley

5.45pm Choir in Small Hall

12.30pm Prayer for Peace in the Sanctuary

Care home service in Morlich House at 10.30am
2.30pm Care conversations in the Small Hall
11am Worship led by Rev Sarah Moore

3pm Kirk Session in the Vestibule

5:45pm Choir in Small Hall

12:30 pm Prayers for Peace in the Sanctuary
10.30am Coffee Morning in Small Hall
1.30pm-3.30pm Digital Session in the Vestibule

11am Worship led by Rev Sarah Moore (communion)

cover photograph by Sarah McKernan

To get in contact, please email: churchoffice.muc@gmail.com

Copyright Licence 817955
Scottish Charity No. 015552

16



