


A message from Rev Sarah...

Dear friends,

This month we pick up the section of the
Nicene Creed that explores what Christians
believe about the Holy Spirit. This aspect of
theological study is sometimes referred to as
pneumatology; the study of the Holy Spirit.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father (and the Son),

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

A shorter portion of the full Nicene Creed than that we reflected on last
month about Jesus, but nonetheless, one that has its own complicated
story and that shows us something significant about the faith of the
Church.

We begin our reflection by looking for some of the references to the
Holy Spirit that we find in the Bible. The first is in the second verse of
the first book of the Christian Bible, “the earth was a formless void and
the darkness covered the deep, while a wind from God swept over the
face of the waters”. (Genesis 1.2) Genesis was written in Hebrew where
the same word, ru’ah is used for both spirit and wind. Hebrew is a
language that ascribes masculine or feminine gender to nouns, and
ru’ah is a feminine noun. This is partly why some commentators,
preachers and others use female pronouns, she, her, in reference to the
Holy Spirit.

Other references to God’s spirit crop up though the Hebrew Bible (Old
Testament). There is a tradition that reads the female personification of
wisdom in the book of Proverbs as being a reference to the Holy Spirit,
“Wisdom cries out in the street; in the squares she raises her voice. At
the busiest corner she cries out; at the entrance of the city gates she
speaks...” (Proverbs 1.20ff)



As we read through the Gospels we notice Jesus speak of the promise of
the Holy Spirit. This has sometimes led to the question being asked
whether the Holy Spirit was a part of God always or somehow emerged
or evolved at a later point. Orthodox Christian understanding (and
orthodox with the meaning of ‘right faith’ rather than a particular
feature of our neighbours who form the Orthodox Churches) has always
understood that God’s existence as Trinity is a constant rather than a
development. As we remember the story of the life and ministry of
Jesus, his death and resurrection, and the birth of the Church, we recall
of course the story of Pentecost, the story of a particular giving of the
Holy Spirit. The Nicene Creed itself recounts how it is the Holy Spirit
who has spoken through the prophets; the Holy Spirit active in creation.

This short section of the Nicene Creed contains one of the most
ecumenically controversial statements that continues to divide the
eastern and western churches. This is the phrase that includes brackets.
The eastern churches, our siblings in the Orthodox, Coptic and some
others understand that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father alone.
Western churches, of which our tradition is a part, have inserted ‘and
the Son’ into this part of the Creed. We might be tempted to overlook
this difference and consider that it surely can’t make all that much
difference. As we notice how this difference quite literally divides the
Church, we might ponder for ourselves how this makes a difference.

The Nicene Creed puts the Holy Spirit an equal part of God to the Father
and the Son. Jesus taught that this is how God is active in creation now.
We look at the totality of our understanding of how God is active in the

world and recognise that this is always how God has been active. In the
Holy Spirit. Remembering the Hebrew understanding, in Holy Breath.

Next month we conclude our reflection on the Nicene Creed as we
reflect on our understandings of the nature of the Church and of the
end of time.

With love and prayers

Sarah



Musings from Mary Taylor, pastoral assistant

Mary has been taking a well earned break after having her second eye
operations and will be back with us in November. Our prayers and thoughts
are with her for a swift recovery. She has sent a short reflection.

Two of the words which | reflect about in November are
“Remembering” and “Reconciliation”.

In Morningside United Church folk visiting on Open Day spent time
looking at the crosses and stained glass windows. An article about the
huge wooden cross will be in the next Link.

Another cross in Morningside United Church links us to the Community
of the Cross of Nails. www.coventrycathedral.org.uk

Litany of Reconciliation

One of the powerful conversations taking place amongst the
international partners of the Community of the Cross of Nails concerns
the wording of the Litany of Reconciliation linked to Coventry Cathedral.
It was written in 1958, parts of it may not work for everyone today.
What parts might be adjusted whilst maintaining the spirit of the whole?
What would make it more inclusive and applicable to all?

One example is from Pullen Memorial Baptist Church in North Carolina,
USA.

Edinburgh Spiders

We are truly grateful to share that, thanks to your unwavering support
we have made and sent 582 camouflage nets to Ukraine—295 of them
crafted at Morningside United Church alone.

The military personnel of the 3rd Assault Brigade, the 7th Separate
Signal Regiment, the 47th Artillery Brigade, the 57th Separate Infantry
Brigade, and many others are deeply appreciative of the church and its
congregation’s steadfast generosity. Please see photos with the military
men thanking for the nets and the nets being in use below.



Ukrainian civilians are also very
thankful for the clothes and

shoes you have kindly donated,
which have brought comfort to
many who have been displaced.

In addition, we are sending used
laptops to support the military
and would be sincerely grateful

for any information about where we mlght fmd
more.

Your kindness and compassion make a real
difference, and we and the Ukrainian military men
thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

If you would also like to know more about the
walks we do together with the Spiders, | will be
happy to share it with you.
Many thanks and best wishes,

Hannah Tekliuk

A Prayer for November

God grant me the serenity

To accept the things | cannot change,
The courage to change the things | can,
And the wisdom to know the difference.
Living one day at a time,

‘ Enjoying one moment at a time,
. Accepting hardship as a pathway to peace,
| T! ’ T Taking, as you did, this world as it is,
|

Not as | want it,
Trusting that you will make all things right,
That | may be content in this life,
And joyful with you forever in the next.

— Reinhold Niebuhr (1892 — 1971)



Reading and Flower Rotas for November

Readers: Flowers:
2 November Rose Kumbanga Rose Kumbanga
9 November Maggie McKenzie Maggie McKenzie
16 November  Lesley Donald Janet Wightman
23 November  Simone Bottomley Yvonne Burnett
30 November  Eilidh Young Hannah Tekliuk

Future Meeting Dates for your Diaries

The next Kirk Session will be held on Monday 24 November at 3.00pm in
the centre vestibule (moved from 10 Nov).

Congregational meeting will be held on Sunday 23 November 12-1in
sanctuary, straight after the Sunday Service.

Afternoon Communion

There will be an afternoon service with communion on Monday 10
November at 2.00pm.

The service is intended for those who may find it difficult to attend
morning worship on a Sunday, but of course all are welcome. We hope
residents from Chamberlain Care Home will join us.

MUC bank changes

We have just changed the church current account from the Bank of
Scotland to the Co-operative Bank. This was partly for ethical reasons as
the Co-op Bank has a better record on that, but also because the Bank
of Scotland now has charges where before it was free. If you already
give to the church by standing order, | will write individually to you
about this. You don’t need to change your standing order right away, as
there will be an automatic re-direction to our new account. If you
would like to start giving by standing order, please ask me for a form to
give your bank, or set it up youself if you use online banking.



The new bank details are as follows:
Co-operative Bank Sort code 08-92-99 Account number 67452879
Morningside United Church

If you are interested in bank ethical comparisons, please ask me for a
chart that summarises this.
Lesley Donald, MUC Treasurer

Harvest Time

As you'll be aware, we had our annual
Harvest service at the beginning of October.
It was a wonderful service, with many
people attending and bringing items for us
to take to the Salvation Army Gorgie
Foodbank. Thank you to everyone who
came along and who so kindly donated. The
beautiful harvest display was arranged by
Elizabeth MacGregor.

Photo by Pam Brindley

Door Open Day follow on

On 29 September MUC again took
part in Edinburgh Doors Open Day.
We welcomed visitors to look at
our church buildings and the Eric
Liddell Peace Garden. Evan
Cruickshank and Ella Bottomley
played the organ throughout the
event which was much appreciated
and lovely to hear.

The Romanian Orthodox church also contributed a display of icons with an
explanation of their meaning, and a table with traditional Romanian
crafts. Craft curator Alina, Father Nelu and deacons loana and Alexandru
are pictured beside it.



The visitor leaflets about the building’s history and features, and an
updated one for the garden can all be found on our website and on the
shelf in the entrance vestibule if members would like to have a copy.

Our visitors included two volunteers from the War Memorials Trust, who
came to report for the trust’s website on the war memorials in the church
—the WW1 and WW2 windows, the side communion table, and the WW1
fundraising tablecloth. If you put Morningside United Church in the
search box on the website https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk you
will see photos of the items. The window photos have been replaced by
ones taken on this visit, as the war memorial plaque was cleaned and the
names are visible.

The temporary art exhibition by Edinburgh Urban Sketchers was a
popular feature, particularly the sketches they made on their visits to
the church and garden during the summer to follow this year’s theme
for European Heritage Days Architectural Heritage: Windows to the
Past, Doors to the Future.

One of the sketchers gifted a framed watercolour picture to us at the
end of the exhibition. Scott Boyle drew and painted ‘The Athenaeum’
using the photo of it on our website. Perhaps outside Urban Sketchers’
rules, as they draw from life, but everything doesn’t have to follow the
rules!

We are glad to |

receive the picture, i
of interest to MUC as
it’s the former
building that was the
home of Morningside
Congregational
Church before the
current building.

It is now hanging in the McLeish Room beside a current building painting
previously given to us by Euan Cameron. Coincidentally, just after we
received the picture, Peter Ranscombe referred to the past history and
the former building when leading worship for us.
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https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/

Huge Congratulations

AL l\\:mw

Congratulations to Drew and
Caitlin on the birth of their
beautiful daughter, Joni.
Members were delighted to
meet her recently at morning
worship.

Flowers in MUC

It’s lovely to see flowers every Sunday in the church and to be able to
distribute them afterwards to someone who is unwell or to someone
who might enjoy them.

| have done the Flower Rota for about 17 years now and do another rota
as well, so | am asking if someone else would take it over and give me a
bit of a break. It’s not an arduous duty and is a chance to get involved.
Please either speak to me at church or contact me on 0131 261 4908.
Maggie McKenzie

Timetable for Ministers — November

2 November Eilidh Young

9 November Peter Ranscombe
16 November Peter Ranscombe
23 November Rev Sarah Moore
30 November Rev Sarah Moore

Digital Advice Sessions at MUC

Please come along to the digital sessions organized by South Side
Faithcare. They are on at 1.30pm on Thursdays in the vestibule. If
you need help with using a tablet, computer or mobile phone, help
is available. It is open to all.



Coffee Morning Dates for your Diary

The end of the year is coming up fast, so | thought it would be useful for
you to have the dates for the remaining coffee mornings for 2025. As
ever, all are welcome to come and join us. The more the merrier. You
will find us in the Small Hall.

November
Thursday 13th and 27" at 10.30am
December
Thursday 11th at 10.30am
January
Thursday 8" at 10.30am
Yvonne Burnett

Waldensian fellowship

During the past few weeks, two groups from the United Reformed
Church have travelled to Italy to learn something of the Waldensian
Church, its history and current life and witness.

The first group, made up of students and tutors from the Scottish
College (based in Glasgow) visited the Waldensian Valleys, on the
Italian-French border in mid-September. For almost all of them, this was
their first contact with the Waldensian Church.

Then a couple of weeks later, a group of more ‘seasoned’ folk, some of
whom have visited the Waldensians several times, went to Sicily to
explore some of the church and diaconal activities there, including the
famous Servizio Cristiano at Riesi.

On Thursday, November 13th, at 7.30 p.m. GMT, the URC Waldensian
Fellowship will be holding a meeting to hear from those who
participated in these two trips.

Our student Eilidh Young was part of the first group. If you are
interested in the online Zoom meeting, please ask the church office for
the link.
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Explore the beauty of
neurodiversity in God's
design

Saturday, 29"

e Explore what E November
neurodiversity means in
life and ministry 10am - 4pm
Discover small changes
that make big
differences in inclusion Morningside United
Learn how to create
welcoming spaces g ChurCh
i . A" 15 Chamberlain Road,
Our keynote speaker is Rev.
Steven Owens, Minister of Edlnburgh EH 10 4DH
Bellshill West Church of
Scotland Parish Church in
Lonatkatite and foirder o To book your space, please contact
the St Thorlack’s Gemma - pa@urcscotland.org.uk
Community - a pioneer .
T e e e e Please bring your own lunch.
for people with autism. There are cafes located near the
church.

MUC is pleased to be hosting this event arranged by the URC synod. If
you are interested in attending, please book as above by 12 November.

Another local event
to note:

This free lecture
and reception takes
place on Sun 16

THE 2025 BILLMCDONALD LECTURE

DEFENDED CORNER
OR COMMON GROUND?

How to escape our echo chambers
Nov at 7pm in and seek the still, small voice
Newington Trinty By The Very Reverend Sally Foster-Fuiton

Church, 18 West Mayfield, EH9 1TQ
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Church Diary for November

Sunday 2 November
Wednesday 5 November
Thursday 6 November
Friday 7 November

Sunday 9 November

Monday 10 November
Wednesday 12 November
Thursday 13 November
Thursday 13 November
Sunday 16 November
Thursday 20 November
Friday 21 November
Sunday 23 November
Sunday 23 November
Monday 24 November
Thursday 27 November
Thursday 27 November
Sunday 30 November

11am Worship led by Eilidh Young
12.30pm Prayers for Peace
1.30pm-3.30pm Digital Advice & Support
1pm Napier Uni Lunchtime Concert
Remembrance Sunday

10:50 am Worship led by Peter Ranscombe
2.00pm Afternoon Service

12.30pm Prayers for Peace

10.30am Coffee Morning in the Small Hall
1.30pm-3.30pm Digital Advice & Support
11am Worship led by Peter Ranscombe
1.30pm-3.30pm Digital Advice & Support
1pm Napier Uni Lunchtime Concert

11am Worship led by Rev Sarah Moore
12pm Congregational Meeting

3pm Kirk Session in Vestibule

10.30am Coffee Morning in the Small Hall
1.30pm-3.30pm Digital Advice & Support

11am Worship led by Rev Sarah Moore
(communion)

cover photograph by Theo Hermans

To get in contact, please email: churchoffice.muc@gmail.com
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