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Dear Friends,

This month we continue our reflections that we
began two issues ago about the Nicene Creed, as
Churches around the world celebrate the 1700th
anniversary of its formulation.

We began by looking at the Nicene Creed as a whole, and last month focused
on the first section describing the Church’s belief about the first person of the
Trinity, God the Father. This month, we turn our attention to what the Nicene
fathers (and they were all men) agreed about the second person of the Trinity,
God the Son. Or in other words, where did their understanding settle about
what the Church believes about Jesus?

This is a longer section of the Nicene Creed. You may remember that the
controversy that led to the formulation of the Nicene Creed at all was around
the status of Jesus, so it is not surprising that this section contains the detail it
does. | have separated each clause of this section to make it easier to read.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.



He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

Four Gospels reduced to, in this version and translation, 129 words. Reading
this we can appreciate immediately how Christian Theology has tended to give
most of its attention to what is known as the Incarnation, about how God was
one of us; about Jesus’ death and resurrection; and about eschatology, or what
the Church believes about the end of time. Much summed up with relatively
few words! A mix of straight forward recount of verifiable fact - he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried - and spiritual
and theological understanding - much of the rest of the statement.

Among the more faithful ways that the Church and Christian people have
explored what we believe about Jesus has been through what we sing. One
popular Christmas carol includes the following,

God of God, Light of Light,
lo, He abhors not the virgin's womb;
very God, begotten not created

Other hymns and songs pick up these themes too. Hymn writers Isaac Watts
and Charles Wesley and others through the centuries have made powerful
contributions to making Christian spirituality and theology a musical and sung
enterprise. Without our music, our faith would be much lacking for lots of
reasons.

This month | invite you to ponder this part of the Nicene Creed with me. As
Christian people we understand ourselves to be followers of Jesus, so it is a
good use of our time and energy, to remind ourselves what the Church has
said it believes and understands about him, alongside our own understandings.

Next month we move to remember what the Nicene Creed teaches us about
the Holy Spirit, about how we understand God to be active in creation now.

With love and prayers
Sarah



Different types of prayers have been reflected about in our worship in
Morningside United Church this month. Themes are linked to Spill the Beans
materials and Bible readings. Prayers of thanksgiving was the recent worship |
had the privilege of leading.

We send congratulations to Caitlin and Drew on the joyful birth of their
daughter, Joni on Friday 5 September and look forward to hearing from Drew,
our church organist, lots of stories about Joni.

“Finding Hildasay” by Christian Lewis is the story of how one man walked the
entire coastline, including all the islands, of the UK. The journey took 6 years
and included the Lockdown years. Christian met his dog, Jet and rebuilt his life
step by step. Two significant parts of the story which continues in a second
book, “Hildasay to Home” are meeting Kate and the birth of their son, Magnus.

On 9 September 2015 Queen Elizabeth 11 officially reopened the Borders
Railway. It was a day of great excitement and joy in the Borders.

It is now a decade later. Perhaps you or a friend has enjoyed the journey and
travelled through beautiful countryside from Waverley to Galashiels or
Tweedbank.

It is much easier and more eco-friendly for me as the pastoral assistant of
Morningside United Church to travel by train. Like many travellers on the
Borders Railway, | have had a range of adventures throughout the seasons.
Now which platform is the Tweedbank train to be found, it varies from hour to
hour!

Please may | recommend a lovely day time journey to the Borders, and you
might also include a visit to the Great Tapestry of Scotland? It includes 3 panels
with links to Eric Liddell.



Giving thanks for Art and Creation

Andy Golsworthy Fifty Years - exhibition in the Royal Scottish Academy,
Edinburgh 26™ July - 2" November 2025. It is well worth a visit.

Andy Goldsworthy’s art shows the interrelationship of humans and the working
land. He is internationally recognized for his work with natural materials such
as clay, stones, reeds, branches, leaves, snow and ice.

” The artist brings the land indoors, into Scotland’s capital city.”

A Prayer for October

Gentle God of every season may this month be
blessed with your graces as colours change and
leaves fall. As the earth begins its weary slumber
cause us to give thanks for the harvests in our lives-
those sacred moments when people and events have
shaped our being and calmed our souls. Cause us to
trust in You through the shortening days and
lengthening nights so that as darkness falls your light
might shine with hope and lead our way. Amen
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Maclean brothers’ row across the Ocean

In August and September, the residents and staff from Chamberlain Road
Nursing Home were in the media, television and newspapers with regards to
their support of Ewan, Jamie and Lachlan Maclean who set a new world record
after completing the fastest, human-powered crossing of the Pacific Ocean.
The brothers endured violent storms and had a dangerous and incredible
journey.

They completed 9000 miles from Peru to
Australia in 139 days, 5 hours and 52
minutes.

Their grandmother had been a resident at
Chamberlain Road nursing home.

Jamie Maclean said, “Ocean rowing has
given us newfound appreciation for things
we used to take for granted - like going for
a shower, lying in bed, or simply leaning on
something stationary.”

The Maclean brothers have raised more
than £790,000 for clean water projects in
Madagascar.

Harvest Service
The Harvest Thanksgiving service will be held next Sunday 5 October.

Donations of nonperishable goods would be appreciated for the
Salvation Army Gorgie Foodbank which MUC continues to support.

Reading and Flower Rotas for October

Readers: Flowers:
5 October Hamish McKenzie Mary Taylor
12 October Keith Wilson Helen Willoughby
19 October David Donald Fiona Purves
26 October Judy Wagner Judy Wagner



Concert - From Russia and Hungary with Love

In the concert "From Russia and Hungary with Love", Soprano - Beatrix Milan,
Pianist - Wendy Leung and Giselle Dias - Mezzo-Soprano, invite you to join
them on their musical adventure, capturing the distinct spirit of Middle and
Eastern Europe through the 19th and 20th centuries. The colourful program
charms with the unique flavour of continental folklorism highlighted in
classical music by Glinka, Bartdk, Kodaly, Tchaikovsky, Dvorak and other lesser
known yet remarkable composers, catering to listeners of both conventional
and progressive tastes. Please come and join us to listen to a series of art
songs and operatic scenes, lyrical melancholy and passionate devotion merge
into perfect harmony.

The concert is on Friday 3 October, starting at 6.30pm in the Main Hall.

Doors Open Day

After a successful opening for the first time last year, MUC will again be
taking part in the Edinburgh Doors Open Day. We will be open for
anyone to visit on Sunday 28 September from 1.30pm - 4.30pm. As well
as viewing the Sanctuary, halls and Peace Garden and being able to sit
and listen to music by our organists, the art exhibition by Edinburgh
Urban Sketchers is hanging throughout the Church, Vestibule and small
hall. The sketchers, who previously visited us in July and September,
have interpreted the church and the Peace Garden in different ways, as
the pictures below show. Their art is for sale. As the European-wide
theme for Door Open Days this year is architectural heritage, there is a
display of original drawings of the church in the small hall.




Castle Brass in Concert

Castle Brass are a 10-piece brass ensemble with percussion, performing
concerts and recitals in and around Edinburgh and the Lothians. Our
upcoming concert will take you on a 60-minute trip around the globe,
treating you to musical delights from near and far. We look forward to
playing in this wonderful venue again on Saturday 4 October at 5pm in
the Church.

EX
~

Future Meeting Dates for your Diaries

The next Kirk Session will be held on Monday 24 November at 3.00pm in the
centre vestibule (moved from 10 Nov).

Congregational meeting will be held on Sunday 23 November 12-1 in
sanctuary. Straight after the Sunday Service.



As well as supporting the Edinburg Spiders, we have hosted occasional events
for Shevchenko.philia, who promote Ukrainian culture and support the
Ukrainian community in Scotland as well as fundraising for Ukrainian charities.
Past events in MUC have included poetry, comedy, craft workshop, and a
midsummer ceilidh.

. The latest event is an exploration of

rich yet tragic history of Ukraine’s
. Rozstriliane Vidrodzhennia (Executed
FEnnglssan:E Renaissance). The movement

tribute exhibition W TlOUrished in the 1920s—1930s but

"SLOVO" HOUSE® documentary screening  [aced brutal suppression under Stalinist
repressions. Through film, art, and
storytelling, the event seeks to foster
cross-cultural understanding and
appreciation of Ukraine’s cultural
legacy.

MORNINGSIDE UNITED CHURCH

The event, which has previously been
run in Aberdeen, features a film
screening (in Ukrainian with subtitles in
English) and an exhibition.

The Film: Slovo House: Unfinished Novel (2017) by Taras Tomenko, is a
documentary exploring the lives of Ukrainian artists in the 1920s within the
infamous “Slovo House”.

The exhibition consists of a ‘memorial plaque’ of all those killed, persecuted,
and who emigrated; photographs of historical places and personalities;
documents from the NKVD archives; drawings, caricatures, paintings,
magazines, and almanacs published by representatives of the movement.

The event will be held on Sunday 5 October, at 5pm in the Main Hall here at
MUC.
£10 (£8 students)



Members of Morningside United Church have attended the following events
on our behalf.
1. The Dedication Service for the new premises of Dunfermline United
Reformed Church on Saturday 16™ August
2. Service of Incorporation of Bainsford Church of Scotland and Service of
Induction of the Revd. David M. Scott, BSc. BD (Min) to the Local
Ecumenical Partnership of Grahamston United Church, Falkirk on
Saturday 20" September
3. Service of Celebration and Induction for Lanarkshire South Joint
Pastorate on Sunday 215 September. Revd. Liz Johnston Blythe was
inducted as the minister and Revd. John Sanderson was inducted as
the Community Minister.

The Autumn Synod will be held on Saturday 4" October at Livingston United
Parish Church from 10 a.m. -p.m..

Poet: Catherine Pulsifer

In the month of October, a season's tale unfolds,
As nature's palette shifts, vibrant colours behold.
The weather turns cooler, a crispness fills the air,
Leaves cascade like confetti, a dance without a care.

Children's hearts aflutter, counting days with glee,
Anticipating Halloween, a night of mystery.

The sun's rays wane, as twilight gently sweeps,
Shorter hours of daylight, as the world slowly sleeps.

October's charm enchants, a magical embrace,

A symphony of change, in this transient space.

With each passing day, a glimpse of nature's art,

October's beauty whispers, etching memories in the heart.
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5 October Rev Mary Taylor

12 October Peter Ranscombe
19 October Rev Sarah Moore
26 October Rev Sarah Moore

Another 10—week block of these popular sessions organized by
South Side Faithcare starts at 1.30pm on Thursday 25 September in
the vestibule. Please come along for as many sessions as you wish

if you need help with using a tablet, computer or mobile phone. It is
open to all.
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Digital Advice & Support

FREE ADVICE & HELP WITH YOUR MOBILE PHONE,

TABLET OR LAPTOP
Where? Geti h
: £ nere: etintouc
NewggtogFTr‘lglty - Morningside United office@southsidefaithcare.org
Ll Church 07478 543 510
r\[i:m}:gngé 15 Chamberlain Road = =
EH168 5HW EH10 4DH
\AJ
Tuesdays Thursdays
2-4pm 1.30-3.30pm
23rd September 25th September
for 10 weeks for 10 weeks
Final session: .25Lh Nov Final session: 27" Nov

SOUTHSIDE”
el
FAITH CARE

Registered Seottish Charity SCOS2308 s

Tapintg |(® “10 out of 10 from me! It will make such a huge difference to my life.

| could never have done this myself!”
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Wednesday 1 October
Thursday 2 October
Thursday 2 October
Friday 3 October
Saturday 4 October
Sunday 5 October
Sunday 5 October
Thursday 9 October
Sunday 12 October
Thursday 16 October
Thursday 16 October
Sunday 19 October
Thursday 23 October
Sunday 26 October

12.30pm Prayers for Peace

11.30am Coffee Morning in the Small Hall
1.30pm-3.30pm Digital Advice & Support
6.30pm Operatic Concert — in Main Hall
5pm Castle Brass in Concert - church
11am Worship led by Rev Mary Taylor — Harvest
5pm Ukrainian Event (see LINK magazine)
1.30pm-3.30pm Digital Advice & Support
11am Worship led by Peter Ranscombe
11.30am Coffee Morning in the Small Hall
1.30pm-3.30pm Digital Advice & Support
11am Worship led by Rev Sarah Moore
1.30pm Digital Advice & Support

11am Worship led by Rev Sarah Moore
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