


DearFriends,

Hereis a passagdrom the Old Testamentookof Judgeg18:3-6) asit
isfoundin TheMessage:

Theywent into the hill country of Ephraimand got asfar asthe house

of Micah. Theycampedthere for the night. Astheyneareda A O K Q &
house,they recognisedhe voiceof the youngLevite. Theywent over
andsaidto him,& | 204 earthdid yougethere?2 K | gdingon?
WhatareyoudoingK S NB K ¢

Hesaid,a h yfhihgledto another:MicahhiredmeandL Ohgw his
LINR S&a i o¢

Theysaid,a h gabdr inquire of Godfor us. Findout whether our
missionwillbead dzO0S & & ®é

Thepriestsaid,& D&ssured.D 2 Rddkingout for youallthe g | & ®
At the CongregationaMeetingheld on 8 Octoberthe appointmentof
TheRevdSarahMoore asa TransitionaMinisterin MUCon a 60%part
time basisfrom 1 November2023wasunanimouslyaccepted. This

will initially be until December2024althoughit is hopedthat following
an applicationto the United ReformedChurchan extensionwill be
granted.

AsSarahwill be focussingon aspectsof transitionandleadingworship
in MUC ,alongsideother responsibilitiesn the Synodand beingClerk
to the URGGeneralAssemblyTheRevdMary Taylorwill continueas
pastoralassistant.

| hope no oneis askingthe samequestionsof Sarahthat were askedof
the youngLevitePriestin thesefew versesfrom Judges. Inthe
appointmentof a transitionalministerone thing hascertainlyled to
another,but only becauseoverthe lasttwelve monthswe have
workedtogetherasa congregatiorthat hasbeenled by the Kirk
Session.Importantly, MUCembraceda processof discernmentthat
will continueunder{ I NJMKISr.



Perhapghe LJS 2 LiespaRsko the newlyappointedpriestreflects
whereyou are asthe journeyMUCtravelspreparesto enter anew
phase particularlyasthis is one of transitionalministry. If so,find
hopeandcomfortin the LINA $e&pdrRen Dassured.D 2 Rd@dking
outforyouallthe g | & P ¢

Toofficiallyrecognisehe appointmentof TheRevdSarahMoore as
TransitionaMinister in MorningsideUnited, a Serviceof Introduction
will be heldat 7pmon Monday27 November2023. Thisservicewill be
led jointly by the Moderator of the Churchof{ O 2 (i {PFegbiReDyaf
Edinburghand WestLothianandthe Moderator of the United
Reformed K dzNBaofaiSynodof Scotland. Allmembersand
friendsof MUCareinvited to attend this specialservice.

Aconsequencef{ I NJagpdrdmentisthat | now standdownas
Interim Moderator. It hasbeenaninterestingyearin whichl have
enjoyedthe opportunity to onceagainbe part of a Churchof Scotland
and United ReformedChurchLocalEcumenicaPartnership.No matter
what path MUCtakesgoingforward, | hope and praythat we can
continueto build on the relationshipsthat havedevelopedwith the
other United ReformedChurchesn Edinburgh.
Grace and Peace,

The Revd David M Scott, BSc BD(Min)

Choir
We are very proud of our Choir, which performs on occasional
Sundays at the 11am Morning Service.

We arealwayslooking for new voicesWe meet for a 1 hour
rehearsal on Wednesdays at 5:30pm in the Small Hddlase come
along and join us.



Musings from MaryTaylor, Pastoral Assistant, MUC
The Great Tapestry of Scotland

The Royal Commemorative Panel is now out on display.

The Great Tapestry of Scotland welcomed His Majesty King Charles 111
and Queen Camilla on 6 July 2023. Their visit marked the 10th
Anniversary of the completion of the 160 panels that make up the

Great Tapestry of Scotland.

To mark the occasion, a new commemorative panel was created to

OSt SONIXYGS G4KS YAyYy3I YR vdzsSSyQa ga
added stitches to the collars of the two Jack Russells, who depict her
own rescue dogs, Beth and Bluebell.

Drawn by Tapestry Artist Andrew Crummy and stitched by Dorie
Wilkie, Head Stitcher of the Great Tapestry of Scotland , the panel will
complement the existing 13 Royal panels.

% ¢KS ¢KAautsSs {O
. national flower has been

- an important symbol of

. Scottish heraldry for over

- 500 years.

' Bees represent the

. Stitchers of the Tapestry ,
- they typically symbolize
focus, hard work,

. teamwork, generosity and
. prosperity due to their

- natural behaviours and
contributions.

Beth and Bluebell are depicted sitting on a tartan rug waiting for her
Majesty to return from her Royal duties.



_ = The double Royal Cypher of King
Charlest Queen Camilla created
with a mixed media worked with
crewel wools, stranded cottons
gAOK ae2SgStaes |
gold kid leather added.

The logo of The Royal
Osteoporosis Society of which
Her Majesty first became
President in 2001.

A keen gardener, the flowers
NBLINEASYld ¢KS v
for nature.

¢CKS [SFLAY3I {FfY2y NBLINBaSydaa 1

Signature of Tapestry artist Andrew Crummy with his pencil on a
sketch book resting on the threads of the staircase artwork in the
visitor centre which carries all 1,000 names of the Stitchers of the
Great Tapestry of Scotland.
Mary Taylor
(Pastoral Assistant)

A Prayer for the Middle East from Christian Aid

God hear our prayers for peace in the Middle East.

May all people in the region be protected, safe from harm.

We pray that this crisis will end now, with no further loss of life.
God may the injured and distressed know your healing peace.
May the powerful and decisiemakers follow the paths of justice,
mercy and peace.

We pray for recognition of the dignity and value of every life.
May the clamour of violence cease,

Replaced by the beating of swords into ploughshares,

God, in your name

Amen



Amessagdrom Rev{ I NJ K X

Thisweek| attendedaWa S | & 2 ¥lad. Theinstructorbeganby talking
abouthow the classhadfor the lastfew monthsfollowed a practicethat
fitted in with the summerandwould from that dayfor the nextwhile usean
autumnthemeinstead. We weretold asattendeesthat the new practice
would particularlyfocuson warmingmovementsthat are goodfor the lungs
andlargeintestineandwould ward off damp. Furthermoredampfoods
shouldbe avoidedin the autumn,whichare mostwhite foodsalthoughl
haveto confesghat | am not oneto enjoyeatingdry things- althoughsome
dry drinksare a different matter! - sowasa bit lost exactlywhat that means
in practice.

Yogahasbecomeanimportant part of my routine to keepmyselfmentally,
physicallyandspirituallyhealthy. At different timeseachof thosethree
cometo be of more andlesssignificanceand | do noticeif the time stretches
longerthan | might like betweenclassesn eachof thoseareas.

| knowthat there are yogaclassesandgroupsthat meetin the hallsat MUC
andperhapsL @Qd ableto join one or someof thoseclasseslependingon
how their timetablefits into my diary. L (a¥oawarethat yogais an activity
that someChristianpeopleare nervousabout sinceits originsin south Asia
haveled somefolk to questionhow it fits into the teachingsof Christandthe
Church. All | canspeakof from my own experiencesto witnessthat
somehowtheseactionsaroundbreathing,movementand quieteningthe
mind havebroughtme closerto Godin recenttimesthan muchelse.

Sowhy am | ramblingon aboutyoga?! Becausé havefoundthat a discipline
incorporatingmental, physicaland spiritual stretchingworksfor me. It works
too for alot of other peoplebut significantlynot for everyone.l am
wonderingwhat mightwork for the communityat MorningsideUnited
Churchaswe discernwhat are our next stepstogetherin missionand
ministry? Somebroadshapesare knownandhavebeendiscernedoverthe
lastfew monthsbut where are we beingcalledto placeour feet nextin the
immediatefuture?

RevdSarahMoore



Joan Crockett

Miss Joan Hastings Crockett

Joan Crockett was born in Edinburgh on 14 July 1930 and died on 27
September 2023, aged 93 years.

She lived in Corstorphine in the family home and then moved to Abbotsford
Court, Colinton Road. Joan lived independently until admitted to the Royal
Infirmary in January 2021 after a fall and then transferred to the Manor Care
Home in April 2021.

Joan was educated at Mary Erskine School for Girls, here in Edinburgh.

She was a teacher in Clermiston Primary School from 1952 until 1975, she
then worked for the Schools Audiology Service, testing children's hearing
until retirement.

Joan attended Corstorphine: St Ninian's Parish Church (baptised 1930,
profession of faith 1948) until the 1990s when she transferred membership
to Morningside United Church. She enjoyed participating in the church
holidays to France organised by Rev John Smith. Joan also enjoyed the
manse lunches cooked by Rev Steven Manders.

Joan Crockett was a regular attendee to the church until walking difficulties a
few years ago. Maggie McKenzie was her pastoral visitor.

Joan was a very keen bridge player.

In earlier years she travelled throughout the United Kingdom with friends
and in later years she journeyed to many places in the world including USA
and New Zealand. Joan also enjoyed a visit to Wigtown for the launch of the
reprintng of the "kailyard" novels by Rev SR C Crockett to whom she was
related.

In May we were delighted to see Joan in MUC at the afternoon communion
and tea and to see her chatting to her friend, Flora Newlands from Morlich.
We send deep sympathy and prayers from MUC to Joan's closest relations
who were her cousins, Charlotte and Kathleen and her cousins' families and
to all her friends.

During this season of remembrance, we remember all those who have
recently been bereaved.



Ukranian Bake Sale

On Saturday 30 September a Bake 3ale heldhere at Morningside
United Church. It was a great success, and £584&85raisedor
camouflage nets. The money raised will help to buy more base netting
and dyes for the cloth. So far, 120 nbts/e already been madgsized

5m x 5m andnany morewill continueto be madeto save lives in

Ukraine.

We cannot thank the congregation and the church enough for allowing
us to use the room for netting and helping with the Bake Sale. Some
people from church baked pastries, some came to buy them, and
Yvonne helped to organise and conduct everything. Some of those
people who couldn't come donated some funds. We really appreciate
everyone's kind help.

Edinburgh Spiders



Walking the Camino de Santiago

{2YS @SINA F323 L NBOSAGSR I [/ KI
I LIAEfTINAYQA 3FdzZARS (2 GKS /I YAy?2
into it and set it aside, the seed was sown in my mind. Perhaps |
should have an adventure which would take me out of my comfort
zone.

The Camino Francés is a 790 km pilgrimage route from the town of St
Jean Pied de Port in France to Santiago de Compostela in Spain. It he
been followed by pilgrims for more than ten centuries.

Ge¢NI @St +E2yS AT 4G Fff LIRaarof ¢
2023 with some trepidation and a disconcertingly small rucksack, |

found myself on a train from Bayonne to St Jean Pied de Port to begin
my pilgrimage.

On arrival, | headed for the Pilgrim Welcome Office where | received
Y& / NBRSYOAIf RSt tSNBINAY?2 0L
find my albergue (hostel for pilgrims).

This was a foretaste of what was to come. Accommodation was clean

but basic. | was presented with a paper sheet and pillowslip and
would be sleeping in a bunk bed in a mixed dormitory.

Over supper that evening | met many pilgrims; it was like a United
Nations meeting. USA, Canada, Netherlands, New Zealand, Australia
and Germany were all represented and in addition, there was a
charming young English girl and a delightful young Irishman.

G AIKGA 2dzi +FG mnLIYéE 6S 6SNB G2f
gAff 3ISG 621Sy o0& |yaStato 2 Sf f
myself as | lay in my bunk listening to some ferocious snoring!
However, we did indeed get woken by hauntingly beautiful music.

Slightly sleep deprived, | set off at daybreak to cross the Pyreriees.
imagined fantastic scenery and towering peaks, but instead the
heavens opened, the mist came down, the temperatplemmeted,
and my fingers became completely numbhis is like being in the
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Highlands, | reassured myself as | kept a beady eye on the path and
looked out for the familiar yellow arrows which confirm one is heading
in the right direction.

One day merged into another, my walking companions changed and
sometimes | walked alondt was wonderfully liberating to walk at
2ySQa 26y LI OS 6AGK y2 GAYS O2vyail
just live in the moment.

In many ways, the pilgrimage was a microcosm of life with good times
and challenging timesThe walking could be exciting, uplifting, a bit
humdrum, concerning (as during a dramatic electric storm that lasted

for hours) and taxing as one tried to either ignore the pain of the

dreaded blisters or reluctantly acknowledge that one needed to rest

for the day.

My walk of a little over two weeks passed all too quickly but | hope to
resume my pilgrimage in the spring and reach Santiago de Compostela.

And yes, | do believe | met an angel on my travels but that is a story for

another day.
Elizabeth MacGregor

Timetable for Ministers during November

5 November Rev BilBrown

12 November Layperson Peter Ranscombe
19 November Rev Nick Brindley

26 November Rev Mary Taylor

Eric Liddell 100

Recipes are being collected for the Eric Liddell 100 recipe.book
Whether it be a family favourite, or one y@e recently found that
was a big hit, [gase speak to Yvonne Burnett or Mary Taylor if you
would like tocontribute a recipe.
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Reading and~lowerRota for October

Readers

5 November Judy Wagner

12 November Rose Kambanga

19 November Pam Brindley

26 November Vacant

Flower Rota:

5 November Judy Wagner

12 November Jenniefer Gruber

19 November DaphnePaton

26 November Maggie McKenzie

If you would like to help with the Flower Rotalecenber, or even volunteer
to read in one of our services, please get in contact, everyone is most
welcome.
Maggie McKenzie
261 4908

Harvest Thanksgiving

Thank you to everyone who helped decorate the church for our
Harvest Thanksgiving Serviexed broughta variety of nonperishable
goods which were donated ardklivered to the Salvation Army
Foodbank.

Our thanks also to Elizabeth
MacGregor for her display of a
variety of her homegrown
vegetables.

~ A further donation to the Salvation
Army Foodbank was a cheque for
£515.65. This represented the total
in donations from our fortnightly
Thursday coffee mornings.
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Thank you to our church
members , Chamberlain Care
Home , the yoga group and
visitors who attend the coffee
# N mornings.

= When delivering the goods |
had a tour of the Foodbank
which was most interesting
and now used by many more
people.

Christmas Tree

28§ SELISOG G(KAa &SINRaE /KNRaGYla &
November and would be delighted if anyone would like to come along
G2 KSfLI 62 RSO2NIXGS Ad LINRolofeo
Friday 1 December, but will keep you updated closer to the time.

Events organised by the Ukrainiddommunity

Over the last few months, we have been happy to support a number of
eventsorganised by the Ukrainian community. As well as the recent
0Fr1S arftSs gKAOK &2dz Oty NBIFIR | 02
was an earlier sale that raised £157 for the Edinburgh Spiders.

Some larger events have also taken plaBehdan Kramar, a young
WENG& AYLINBaaalNAR2QY SELX FAYAaY &f
aimed at uniting Ukrainians abroad, named after a skalbwn poet.

We organise creative projects in support of Ukraine and charity events

in Scotland, such as: exhibitions, art workshops, concerts, video
LINR2SOUaodé
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In June, a poetry event, accompanied by borshch (beetroot soup) was
held in the MUC hall and raised £600. Bohdan advises the money fron
this was sent to the Hospitallers, a Ukrainian volunteer medical
battalion, that provides first aid and evacuates wounded Ukrainian
soldiers from the war zone.

Standup Ukrainian comedian Vasyl Baidak performed his act early on
in September. It was a resounding success. The event raised £5,100.
It was great to see the Ukrainian community filling our hall and
enjoying themselves.

In October there was a wonderful concert in the sanctuary by
PYNFAYALFY AAY3IASNI FYR o6F yRdzNI LI |
received and hopefully managed to raise much needed support.

We look forward to more events in the coming months.
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Church Life at MUG An Update

Coffee Mornings; Dates to go in your diary for this month are

Thursdayd Novembeiand Thursday3 Novembeifrom 10.30am to 12
noon in the Small Hall. llAare welcome to join ug enjoy some chat,
some tea or coffee and maybe even some wonderful home baking.

Brass Tracks Advanced notice that Brass Tracks band will be
returning this year for a morning service during Advent on Sunday
10 DecemberWe welcomed them last year and they were a great
success.More informationabout theeventwill be following

shortly.

Edinburgh Napier Lunchtime Concek$ve have already had
the first ofthree lunchtime concerts held by Edinburgh Napier
University. It wasvell attendedwith many people stopping by to
appreciate the wonderful music performed by Napier University
music students. The remaining concerts wilhed on Wednesday

15 November and Wednesday 22 November, starting at 1.15pm. A
varied programme of instrumental and vocal music will be
performed. The doors will be opeit isa free event so please

come along and take a short time out of your day to sit, listen and
relax.

Kirk Sessiom Thiswill take place on Monday 13 November in the
Vestibule.
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A Poem for November

Be present

Let the day flow with grae
Epect joy Be positive.

Serve with conpassion.

Soeak only kindness.

Impart only love.

Never forget you are not alone.
Give thanks for everything.
Seegoodness in others.

Mary Davs

A Prayer foRememberance

Everliving God,

We remember those whomoy have
gathered from the stom of war

into the peace of your pience

may that same peace calm our fears
bring justice to all peoples

and establish harmony among the nations
ThroughJesus Chris ouword

Amen
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The Link Magazine is available on our website to view, and in Church. If you would prefer to
have it emailed to you, please email churchoffice.muc@gmail.com.

Photography:
Front pageSarah McKernan

To get in contact, please emathurchoffice.muc@gmail.com
Copyright Licence 817955
Scottish Charity No. 015552

16



